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WHAT MAKES EUROPEAN BASKETBALL EUROPEAN? 
Research Approach and Full Source Register 

A. Research Purpose 

 

This research asks how the identity of European basketball is understood by people who have experienced and 

shaped the modern game. Rather than beginning with a predetermined definition, the project treats public 

basketball discourse itself as the dataset and asks which institutions, practices, values and relationships repeatedly 

appear as meaningful, distinctive and worth carrying forward. 

 

The broader purpose is to distinguish historical conventions from the mechanisms through which European basketball 

reproduces knowledge, belonging, competitive meaning and development. The project therefore asks not only 

what European basketball has looked like, but what enables it to remain culturally recognizable while continuing to 

change. 

B. Methodology 

 

The full research design covers 75 prominent figures across different generations, countries and professional roles. 

Individuals were selected purposively for their relevance to European basketball since approximately the 1990s, their 

ability to reflect beyond their own career, comparative or cross-system experience, availability of substantive public 

material and the objective of covering different basketball cultures and stakeholder perspectives. 

 

The evidence base consists primarily of long-form interviews, podcasts, speeches, documentaries, federation and 

club material, historical retrospectives and specialist basketball media. Preference is given to direct first-person 

material and authoritative institutional sources. Themes are not treated as European merely because they appear 

strongly in one country. Replication across basketball geographies and roles is central to the analysis. 

C. Analytical Framework 

 

The coding framework separates four layers: cultural and institutional artifacts, basketball practices, cultural 

DNA and the relationship with change. Recurring categories include the club, coach, youth and academy, 

national team, domestic and European competition, supporters, rivalry, basketball place, teaching, player 

development, meaningful responsibility, team play, basketball knowledge, belonging, continuity, sporting 

merit, competitive consequence, pluralism, stewardship, emotional intensity, globalization and adaptation 

without imitation. 

 

D. Current Reference Population 
 

The appendix covers all 75 selected individuals and consolidates the retained source register in one unified format. 

Only sources with a verified direct URL are included in the register. 
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E. Source Register by Individual  
 

This register consolidates the retained research source base across all 75 cases. Each source is presented as a 

numbered, concise description followed by a clickable verified source URL. 

1. Toni Kukoč 

• Long interview covering Nikolić, Pešić, Yugoslavia, Partizan supporters, NBA comparisons, basketball intelligence and 

European coaches. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/skener/magicna-sedmica-film-o-toniju-kukocu-poseta-beogradu-o-

rodmanu-pipenu-dzordanu-i-reprezentaciji-jugoslavije/ 

 

• Long Kukoč/Rađa conversation explicitly built around European and American basketball cultures, Jugoplastika and 

supporter environments. Source: https://www.bstn.com/chronicles/talking-hoops-w-kukoc-radja/ 

 

• It captures Kukoč speaking while still inside Jugoplastika, rather than reconstructing the period 30 years later. Important 

evidence on the club's social environment. Source: https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/kukoc-1990-za-15-godina-zelim-

imati-brod-mirno-more-loviti-ribu-i-nemati-probleme/2303377.aspx 

 

• Long Croatian public broadcaster interview covering Jugoplastika, early coaches, Split, Petrović and his career. Source: 

https://sport.hrt.hr/kosarka/u-svom-filmu-toni-kukoc-0-4668045 

 

• Yugoslav national-team chemistry, group identity and Kukoč's interpretation of team dynamics. Source: 

https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/29072197/toni-kukoc-talks-michael-jordan-scottie-pippen-last-dance-chicago-bulls 

 

• His comments on the European generation challenging American assumptions, European skills and basketball legacy. 

Source: https://www.nba.com/bulls/features/toni-kukoc-hall-fame-nod-2021 

 

• Statements concerning the Yugoslav generation and European basketball's influence globally. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1207550/toni-kukoc-my-generation-was-special-we-left-a-mark-of-european-

basketball-on-the-world-scene/ 

 

• Authoritative biographical source and direct access to his Hall of Fame material. Source: https://www.hoophall.com/hall-of-

famers/toni-kukoc 

 

• Primary audiovisual source. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WR9xwt-v_I0 

 

• The Europe versus NBA coach authority statement. Source: https://www.basketballnetwork.net/off-the-court/toni-kukoc-on-

difference-in-coaching-in-europe-and-the-us 

 

• To road games, supporters and home-court culture. Source: https://www.basketballnetwork.net/latest-news/toni-kukoc-on-

the-key-difference-between-the-nba-and-the-euroleague 

2. Arvydas Sabonis 

• Primary source relating to the individual's basketball career and perspective. Source: 

https://www.lrytas.lt/sportas/krepsinis/2012/05/05/news/a-sabonis-galeciau-treniruoti-vaikus-taciau-dar-ne-dabar--5302179 

 

• Barcelona 1992, Lithuania versus USSR, career history, Real Madrid and retrospective identity. Source: 

https://www.lagalerna.com/galerna-entrevista/sabonis-la-galerna/ 

 

• Very useful direct comparison of physicality, individual play and. Source: https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/sportas/a-sabonis-nors-

buvau-30-ies-nba-jauciausi-tarsi-naujokas-n528291 

 

• 15min, 2014: federation strategy, youth development and continuity youth results are secondary to producing senior 

national-team players, plus coaching continuity and development methodology. Source: 

https://www.15min.lt/24sek/naujiena/archyvas/arvydas-sabonis-872-475638 

 

https://sportklub.n1info.rs/skener/magicna-sedmica-film-o-toniju-kukocu-poseta-beogradu-o-rodmanu-pipenu-dzordanu-i-reprezentaciji-jugoslavije/
https://sportklub.n1info.rs/skener/magicna-sedmica-film-o-toniju-kukocu-poseta-beogradu-o-rodmanu-pipenu-dzordanu-i-reprezentaciji-jugoslavije/
https://www.bstn.com/chronicles/talking-hoops-w-kukoc-radja/
https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/kukoc-1990-za-15-godina-zelim-imati-brod-mirno-more-loviti-ribu-i-nemati-probleme/2303377.aspx
https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/kukoc-1990-za-15-godina-zelim-imati-brod-mirno-more-loviti-ribu-i-nemati-probleme/2303377.aspx
https://sport.hrt.hr/kosarka/u-svom-filmu-toni-kukoc-0-4668045
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/29072197/toni-kukoc-talks-michael-jordan-scottie-pippen-last-dance-chicago-bulls
https://www.nba.com/bulls/features/toni-kukoc-hall-fame-nod-2021
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1207550/toni-kukoc-my-generation-was-special-we-left-a-mark-of-european-basketball-on-the-world-scene/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1207550/toni-kukoc-my-generation-was-special-we-left-a-mark-of-european-basketball-on-the-world-scene/
https://www.hoophall.com/hall-of-famers/toni-kukoc
https://www.hoophall.com/hall-of-famers/toni-kukoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WR9xwt-v_I0
https://www.basketballnetwork.net/off-the-court/toni-kukoc-on-difference-in-coaching-in-europe-and-the-us
https://www.basketballnetwork.net/off-the-court/toni-kukoc-on-difference-in-coaching-in-europe-and-the-us
https://www.basketballnetwork.net/latest-news/toni-kukoc-on-the-key-difference-between-the-nba-and-the-euroleague
https://www.basketballnetwork.net/latest-news/toni-kukoc-on-the-key-difference-between-the-nba-and-the-euroleague
https://www.lrytas.lt/sportas/krepsinis/2012/05/05/news/a-sabonis-galeciau-treniruoti-vaikus-taciau-dar-ne-dabar--5302179
https://www.lagalerna.com/galerna-entrevista/sabonis-la-galerna/
https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/sportas/a-sabonis-nors-buvau-30-ies-nba-jauciausi-tarsi-naujokas-n528291
https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/sportas/a-sabonis-nors-buvau-30-ies-nba-jauciausi-tarsi-naujokas-n528291
https://www.15min.lt/24sek/naujiena/archyvas/arvydas-sabonis-872-475638
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• Institutional source on the Lithuanian development system, U15 program, youth national teams, basketball schools and the 

senior national-team pathway. Source: https://ve.lt/naujienos/sportas/arvydas-sabonis-investicijos-i-jaunima-atsiperka-

1393089 

 

• Very useful contemporary statement for THE COURT as an artifact and grassroots participation. Source: 

https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/sportas/10/2963332/zalgiri-aptares-arvydas-sabonis-apie-puiku-tubeli-masiulio-debiuta-ir-sunu-

progresa 

 

• Institutional stewardship and his objectives after playing. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ltu-sabonis-the-new-

man-in-charge 

 

• Secondary and based on the original Lithuanian Balsas interview, but useful for his comments on NBA Europe, markets, 

arenas, traditional European teams and Europe/NBA structural differences. Source: https://www.ballineurope.com/arvydas-

sabonis-interview-zalgiris-kaunas-7219/ 

3. Vlade Divac 

• It covers Bormio, youth development, Ćosić, basketball cities, supporters, Yugoslav domestic competition, Partizan, 

national-team identity, European basketball in Sacramento, Croatian basketball decline, club structures, tradition and 

adaptation. Source: https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/vrijeme-ce-pokazati-jesam-li-pogrijesio-s-doncicem-imao-sam-svoje-

razloge-za-odluku/2599827.aspx 

 

• Divac directly discusses what Europe brought to American basketball: passing, shooting and fundamentals. He also explains 

his own preference for involving teammates through passing. Source: https://www.espn.com/blog/los-

angeles/lakers/post/_/id/11000/dave-mcmenamin-sits-down-with-vlade-divac-for-a-qa 

 

• Basketball as national identity, generational continuity, predecessors, national-team success and messages to children 

about club loyalty and respect. Source: https://nova.rs/sport/kosarka/ekskluzivno-vlade-divac-intervju-jokic-srbija-medalje/ 

• This is. Source: https://www.espn.com/blog/truehoop/post/_/id/20324/vlade-divac-has-found-peace 

 

• The transition from Europe to the NBA, Divac as an international pioneer, his distinctive skill set and his own retrospective 

comments about opening the door for later European players. Source: https://www.nba.com/kings/blog/vlade-divac-

redefined-center-position-paved-way-international-players 

 

• Retrospective comparison of European basketball and NBA basketball as different playing and cultural environments. 

Source: https://www.skysports.com/basketball/news/12040/8961904/nba-legend-vlade-divac-talks-to-sky-sports 

 

• Valuable for his comments that coaches exert greater control over the game in Europe, plus his views on the commercial 

logic of possible NBA expansion into Europe. Source: https://www.zurnal24.si/sport/kosarka/divac-zdovc-najboljsi-slovenski-

trener-131675 

 

• A valuable contemporary source from the beginning of his NBA career, rather than retrospective memory. It explicitly 

connects the maturity of his basketball game to formal coaching in Yugoslavia beginning at a. Source: 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-10-14-tm-3744-story.html 

 

• Useful because it gives us Divac speaking before he left for the NBA, while still embedded in Yugoslav basketball. Source: 

https://www.jutarnji.hr/sportske/kosarka/kosarka-mix/vlade-divac-drazen-treba-biti-rockfeller-on-je-sve-to-posteno-zasluzio-

na-njegovom-se-primjeru-trebaju-svi-uciti-15323902 

 

• Specifically for heritage, cultural memory and transmission to younger generations. Source: 

https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/divac-o-drazenu-bio-je-najbolji-medju-nama/2595960.aspx 

4. Dino Rađa 

• The core Rađa source. It covers Jugoplastika, older and younger players, Maljković, Nikolić, collectivity, European 

basketball, NBA Europe, derbies, foreign players, development, NBA transition and cultural change. Source: 

https://www.gigantes.com/mas-basket/entrevista-dino-radja-kukoc/ 

 

• Probably the best source for basketball education, discipline, repetition, youth formation, the 1987 generation and 

European players' later global impact. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/world-u19-2023-news-dino-radja-on-

u19-world-cup-1987-win-that-team-was-unbelievable 

https://ve.lt/naujienos/sportas/arvydas-sabonis-investicijos-i-jaunima-atsiperka-1393089
https://ve.lt/naujienos/sportas/arvydas-sabonis-investicijos-i-jaunima-atsiperka-1393089
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/sportas/10/2963332/zalgiri-aptares-arvydas-sabonis-apie-puiku-tubeli-masiulio-debiuta-ir-sunu-progresa
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/sportas/10/2963332/zalgiri-aptares-arvydas-sabonis-apie-puiku-tubeli-masiulio-debiuta-ir-sunu-progresa
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ltu-sabonis-the-new-man-in-charge
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ltu-sabonis-the-new-man-in-charge
https://www.ballineurope.com/arvydas-sabonis-interview-zalgiris-kaunas-7219/
https://www.ballineurope.com/arvydas-sabonis-interview-zalgiris-kaunas-7219/
https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/vrijeme-ce-pokazati-jesam-li-pogrijesio-s-doncicem-imao-sam-svoje-razloge-za-odluku/2599827.aspx
https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/vrijeme-ce-pokazati-jesam-li-pogrijesio-s-doncicem-imao-sam-svoje-razloge-za-odluku/2599827.aspx
https://www.espn.com/blog/los-angeles/lakers/post/_/id/11000/dave-mcmenamin-sits-down-with-vlade-divac-for-a-qa
https://www.espn.com/blog/los-angeles/lakers/post/_/id/11000/dave-mcmenamin-sits-down-with-vlade-divac-for-a-qa
https://nova.rs/sport/kosarka/ekskluzivno-vlade-divac-intervju-jokic-srbija-medalje/
https://www.espn.com/blog/truehoop/post/_/id/20324/vlade-divac-has-found-peace
https://www.nba.com/kings/blog/vlade-divac-redefined-center-position-paved-way-international-players
https://www.nba.com/kings/blog/vlade-divac-redefined-center-position-paved-way-international-players
https://www.skysports.com/basketball/news/12040/8961904/nba-legend-vlade-divac-talks-to-sky-sports
https://www.zurnal24.si/sport/kosarka/divac-zdovc-najboljsi-slovenski-trener-131675
https://www.zurnal24.si/sport/kosarka/divac-zdovc-najboljsi-slovenski-trener-131675
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-10-14-tm-3744-story.html
https://www.jutarnji.hr/sportske/kosarka/kosarka-mix/vlade-divac-drazen-treba-biti-rockfeller-on-je-sve-to-posteno-zasluzio-na-njegovom-se-primjeru-trebaju-svi-uciti-15323902
https://www.jutarnji.hr/sportske/kosarka/kosarka-mix/vlade-divac-drazen-treba-biti-rockfeller-on-je-sve-to-posteno-zasluzio-na-njegovom-se-primjeru-trebaju-svi-uciti-15323902
https://www.index.hr/sport/clanak/divac-o-drazenu-bio-je-najbolji-medju-nama/2595960.aspx
https://www.gigantes.com/mas-basket/entrevista-dino-radja-kukoc/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/world-u19-2023-news-dino-radja-on-u19-world-cup-1987-win-that-team-was-unbelievable
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/world-u19-2023-news-dino-radja-on-u19-world-cup-1987-win-that-team-was-unbelievable
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• A substantial 37-minute one-on-one conversation covering Jugoplastika, Split mentality, NBA versus Europe, international 

players, Croatian basketball and Kukoč. Source: https://podbay.fm/p/1-on-1-with-basketball-network-122569/e/1611003779 

 

• A long-form interview. Source: https://futurestars.eu/2021/02/02/you-cannot-escape-your-own-reflection/ 

 

• Detailed recollections of Nikolić, Maljković, Jugoplastika's training culture, conditioning innovation and the Yugoslav league. 

Source: https://www.rtvbn.com/3880158/intervju-dino-radja-yu-liga-je-bila-bas-zajeb 

 

• Rađa's federation perspective: youth competition reform, serious minutes for young players, development not happening 

overnight and his criticism of young players leaving for the NBA too early. Source: 

https://gol.dnevnik.hr/clanak/kosarka/radja-za-dnevnik-nove-tv-otvorio-dusu-da-smo-stojko-i-ja-problem-to-bi-bio-najmanji-

problem---541532.html 

 

• A strong current source for the NBA versus European basketball comparison, player development and the problem of 

limited practice and development opportunities in the NBA environment. Source: 

https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-dino-radja-nba-oportunidad-tavares-ver-bueno-

20240411102012.html 

 

• Jugoplastika, the European Cup, the return to Split and the connection between team success and city identity. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2016/02/09/nba/1454972466_075075.html 

 

• It captures Rađa immediately at the end of his career. He discusses reorganizing Split's whole basketball operation, giving 

younger players space, older players teaching younger ones and the emotional memory of Jugoplastika. Source: 

https://arhiva.nacional.hr/clanak/10610/dino-rada-posljednja-utakmica-velike-karijere 

 

• These are valuable corroborating institutional sources showing Rađa participating directly in continuous individual work with 

younger national-team players, including position-specific training and fundamentals. Source: https://arhiva.hks-

cbf.hr/vijesti/2018/video-emisija-hrvatska-kosarka-donosi-prozor-u-novi-projekt-hks-a 

 

• Source: https://www.hks-cbf.hr/reprezentacije/2021/nakon-bozica-krecu-pripreme-muske-kadetske-reprezentacije-s-

naglaskom-na-rad-po-pozicijama/ 

5. Aleksandar Đorđević 

• Probably the single strongest historical/development source for Đorđević. It covers Partizan identity, Yugoslav talent 

selection, youth development, senior responsibility, domestic league structure and his generation. Source: 

https://sport.jotdown.es/2023/11/06/aleksandar-djordjevic-ivkovic-no-me-selecciono-en-el-89-porque-con-petrovic-y-yo-

juntos-hubieramos-necesitado-dos-balones/ 

 

• The most important contemporary source. Excellent for EuroLeague culture, fans, NBA Europe, European economics, talent 

migration and adaptation. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/skener/aleksandar-djordjevic-sale-intervju-evroliga-ncaa-nba/ 

 

• Exceptionally useful long-form material on Aíto, Slavnić, Kićanović, team-first philosophy, ego, coaching and Partizan. 

Source: https://socratesdergi.com/yazi/manje-je-vise 

 

• English-language rendering of Đorđević's detailed comments on Slavnić, Aíto, Kićanović, making teammates better and 

preparation. Source: https://basketballsphere.com/en/aleksandar-djordjevic-he-approached-me-in-the-hotel-and-said-kid-

can-i-tell-you-something/ 

 

• One of the best sources for national-team identity, continuity between generations, Spain as comparative example and 

collective meaning of representing one's country. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ser-djordjevic-world-

championship-the-best-thing-that-can-happen-to-an-athlete 

 

• The national-team jersey as a carrier of sporting ethics, culture, behavior and responsibility. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-news-djordjevic-aims-to-achieve-sports-greatness-with-

serbia-at-world-cup 

 

https://podbay.fm/p/1-on-1-with-basketball-network-122569/e/1611003779
https://futurestars.eu/2021/02/02/you-cannot-escape-your-own-reflection/
https://www.rtvbn.com/3880158/intervju-dino-radja-yu-liga-je-bila-bas-zajeb
https://gol.dnevnik.hr/clanak/kosarka/radja-za-dnevnik-nove-tv-otvorio-dusu-da-smo-stojko-i-ja-problem-to-bi-bio-najmanji-problem---541532.html
https://gol.dnevnik.hr/clanak/kosarka/radja-za-dnevnik-nove-tv-otvorio-dusu-da-smo-stojko-i-ja-problem-to-bi-bio-najmanji-problem---541532.html
https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-dino-radja-nba-oportunidad-tavares-ver-bueno-20240411102012.html
https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-dino-radja-nba-oportunidad-tavares-ver-bueno-20240411102012.html
https://as.com/baloncesto/2016/02/09/nba/1454972466_075075.html
https://arhiva.nacional.hr/clanak/10610/dino-rada-posljednja-utakmica-velike-karijere
https://arhiva.hks-cbf.hr/vijesti/2018/video-emisija-hrvatska-kosarka-donosi-prozor-u-novi-projekt-hks-a
https://arhiva.hks-cbf.hr/vijesti/2018/video-emisija-hrvatska-kosarka-donosi-prozor-u-novi-projekt-hks-a
https://www.hks-cbf.hr/reprezentacije/2021/nakon-bozica-krecu-pripreme-muske-kadetske-reprezentacije-s-naglaskom-na-rad-po-pozicijama/
https://www.hks-cbf.hr/reprezentacije/2021/nakon-bozica-krecu-pripreme-muske-kadetske-reprezentacije-s-naglaskom-na-rad-po-pozicijama/
https://sport.jotdown.es/2023/11/06/aleksandar-djordjevic-ivkovic-no-me-selecciono-en-el-89-porque-con-petrovic-y-yo-juntos-hubieramos-necesitado-dos-balones/
https://sport.jotdown.es/2023/11/06/aleksandar-djordjevic-ivkovic-no-me-selecciono-en-el-89-porque-con-petrovic-y-yo-juntos-hubieramos-necesitado-dos-balones/
https://sportklub.n1info.rs/skener/aleksandar-djordjevic-sale-intervju-evroliga-ncaa-nba/
https://socratesdergi.com/yazi/manje-je-vise
https://basketballsphere.com/en/aleksandar-djordjevic-he-approached-me-in-the-hotel-and-said-kid-can-i-tell-you-something/
https://basketballsphere.com/en/aleksandar-djordjevic-he-approached-me-in-the-hotel-and-said-kid-can-i-tell-you-something/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ser-djordjevic-world-championship-the-best-thing-that-can-happen-to-an-athlete
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ser-djordjevic-world-championship-the-best-thing-that-can-happen-to-an-athlete
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-news-djordjevic-aims-to-achieve-sports-greatness-with-serbia-at-world-cup
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-news-djordjevic-aims-to-achieve-sports-greatness-with-serbia-at-world-cup
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• The institutional value of Partizan and Crvena zvezda, supporter scale, history and tradition as reasons elite European 

basketball should include them. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/euroleague/kao-selektor-sam-se-borio-za-

partizan-i-zvezdu-u-el/ 

 

• Earlier-career source on Partizan, Serbian basketball and European competition. Its age is valuable for longitudinal analysis. 

Source: https://www.b92.net/o/sport/intervjui/intervjui?nav_id=327119 

 

• Primary material from his appointment as Serbia coach. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/srb-djordjevic-at-the-

helm 

 

• Coaching source for team construction, complementarity and his explicit statement that the best twelve players do not 

necessarily make the best team. Source: https://www.bolognabasket.org/news/221251014150/djordjevic-alla-ripresa-

dovremo-proteggere-i-giocatori-dopo-un-periodo-di-de-training-alla-virtus-abbiamo-un-capitale-da-salvaguardare 

 

• His explicit philosophy of giving young players opportunities, illustrated through Goran Dragić. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1709596/aleksandar-djordjevic-revealed-i-wanted-dragic-in-milan/ 

6. Dejan Bodiroga 

• The most important career and development interview. It covers Ćosić, Zadar as basketball environment, youth 

development, early senior responsibility, Tanjević, basketball heroes, Yugoslav tradition, European club basketball and 

contemporary structural issues. Source: https://www.index.hr/amp/sport/clanak/najveci-bodirogin-intervju-u-zivotu-sokirao-

sam-se-kad-sam-prvi-put-vidio-kukoca/2340520.aspx 

 

• Arguably the single most important source for the report's central research question, because Bodiroga explicitly answers 

what makes European basketball special. The official EuroLeague documentation confirms the panel with Bodiroga, 

Obradović, Kyle. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1827622/zeljko-obradovic-dejan-bodiroga-talk-nba-

europe-euroleague-final-four/ 

 

• Source: https://en.protothema.gr/2025/05/22/euroleague-everything-said-at-the-press-conference-watch-video/ 

 

• Probably the best source for basketball intelligence, technical versatility, accelerated maturation, Tanjević's protection and 

responsibility, Panathinaikos as family and club identity. Source: https://www.mozzartsport.com/kosarka/vesti/dejan-

bodiroga-govorili-su-da-sam-spor-a-ja-osvojio-vise-trofeja-kad-su-napad-smanjili-na-24-sekunde/397538 

 

• Panathinaikos as family, Pavlos Giannakopoulos, club stewardship and the transmission of passion across players, coaches 

and ownership. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/video/kosarka-video/bodiroga-janakopulos-nije-stvorio-samo-klub-vec-i-

porodicu/ 

 

• Covers. Source: https://sportal.blic.rs/prica/najveci-bodirogin-intervju-u-zivotu-zasto-sam-obrisao-ruke-o-peskir-redzija-milera-

da-vidi-da-je-dj-avo-odneo-salu-2022041918072531549 

 

• A valuable historical source because Bodiroga compares Spain with the other major European domestic basketball 

environments he personally experienced. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/dejan-bodiroga-la-acb-es-la-mejor-liga-

europea-sin-discusion-29360 

 

• The contemporary institutional layer. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1946958/dejan-bodiroga-

announces-upcoming-euroleague-changes-news-coming-soon/ 

 

• As an authoritative near-contemporary career source. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/srb-bodiroga-calls-

time-on-wonderful-career 

7. Pau Gasol 

• Probably the single most important Gasol source for the research question. It directly covers European versus NBA 

basketball, fundamentals, team play, collectivity, athleticism and the evolution of European players in the NBA. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/2022-08-31/pau-gasol-el-jugador-europeo-se-ha-quitado-la-etiqueta-de-blando.html 

 

https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/euroleague/kao-selektor-sam-se-borio-za-partizan-i-zvezdu-u-el/
https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/euroleague/kao-selektor-sam-se-borio-za-partizan-i-zvezdu-u-el/
https://www.b92.net/o/sport/intervjui/intervjui?nav_id=327119
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/srb-djordjevic-at-the-helm
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/srb-djordjevic-at-the-helm
https://www.bolognabasket.org/news/221251014150/djordjevic-alla-ripresa-dovremo-proteggere-i-giocatori-dopo-un-periodo-di-de-training-alla-virtus-abbiamo-un-capitale-da-salvaguardare
https://www.bolognabasket.org/news/221251014150/djordjevic-alla-ripresa-dovremo-proteggere-i-giocatori-dopo-un-periodo-di-de-training-alla-virtus-abbiamo-un-capitale-da-salvaguardare
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1709596/aleksandar-djordjevic-revealed-i-wanted-dragic-in-milan/
https://www.index.hr/amp/sport/clanak/najveci-bodirogin-intervju-u-zivotu-sokirao-sam-se-kad-sam-prvi-put-vidio-kukoca/2340520.aspx
https://www.index.hr/amp/sport/clanak/najveci-bodirogin-intervju-u-zivotu-sokirao-sam-se-kad-sam-prvi-put-vidio-kukoca/2340520.aspx
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1827622/zeljko-obradovic-dejan-bodiroga-talk-nba-europe-euroleague-final-four/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1827622/zeljko-obradovic-dejan-bodiroga-talk-nba-europe-euroleague-final-four/
https://en.protothema.gr/2025/05/22/euroleague-everything-said-at-the-press-conference-watch-video/
https://www.mozzartsport.com/kosarka/vesti/dejan-bodiroga-govorili-su-da-sam-spor-a-ja-osvojio-vise-trofeja-kad-su-napad-smanjili-na-24-sekunde/397538
https://www.mozzartsport.com/kosarka/vesti/dejan-bodiroga-govorili-su-da-sam-spor-a-ja-osvojio-vise-trofeja-kad-su-napad-smanjili-na-24-sekunde/397538
https://sportklub.n1info.rs/video/kosarka-video/bodiroga-janakopulos-nije-stvorio-samo-klub-vec-i-porodicu/
https://sportklub.n1info.rs/video/kosarka-video/bodiroga-janakopulos-nije-stvorio-samo-klub-vec-i-porodicu/
https://sportal.blic.rs/prica/najveci-bodirogin-intervju-u-zivotu-zasto-sam-obrisao-ruke-o-peskir-redzija-milera-da-vidi-da-je-dj-avo-odneo-salu-2022041918072531549
https://sportal.blic.rs/prica/najveci-bodirogin-intervju-u-zivotu-zasto-sam-obrisao-ruke-o-peskir-redzija-milera-da-vidi-da-je-dj-avo-odneo-salu-2022041918072531549
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/dejan-bodiroga-la-acb-es-la-mejor-liga-europea-sin-discusion-29360
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/dejan-bodiroga-la-acb-es-la-mejor-liga-europea-sin-discusion-29360
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1946958/dejan-bodiroga-announces-upcoming-euroleague-changes-news-coming-soon/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1946958/dejan-bodiroga-announces-upcoming-euroleague-changes-news-coming-soon/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/srb-bodiroga-calls-time-on-wonderful-career
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/srb-bodiroga-calls-time-on-wonderful-career
https://elpais.com/deportes/2022-08-31/pau-gasol-el-jugador-europeo-se-ha-quitado-la-etiqueta-de-blando.html
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• Youth development, retaining European talent, clubs taking risks on young players and. Source: 

https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/nba/20170703/423874595883/nba-entrevista-pau-gasol-barcelona-

retirada.html 

 

• The core source for the Spanish national team, La Familia, generational continuity and the idea that each generation must 

build its own identity while carrying forward a legacy. Source: https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-

00163/noticia-gasol-seleccion-tiene-construir-propia-identidad-seguir-legado-familia-20220530153339.html 

 

• Long-form Hall of Fame interview for Kukoč as role model, European player genealogy, Barcelona 1992, globalization and 

Gasol's own skill development. Source: https://www.latimes.com/sports/lakers/story/2023-08-11/transcript-pau-gasol-

exclusive-interview-los-angeles-times-broderick-turner 

 

• Historically because it records Gasol explicitly preferring European basketball due to its team orientation and ball 

movement, providing longitudinal validation of a position he still held more than a decade later. Source: 

https://www.nbcsports.com/nba/news/pau-gasol-says-he-prefers-the-european-style-of-basketball 

 

• European competitive depth, the idea that almost every game demands full intensity and continuity of the Spanish national 

team. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/spain-we-have-the-desire-and-ambition-to-do-things-well-this-year-

pau-gasol 

 

• Primary material on returning to the club where his career began and completing his playing career there. Source: 

https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/2283129/pau-gasol-announces-retirement 

 

• His own official retirement statement. Useful for career continuity, Barcelona, national team and post-career stewardship. 

Source: https://paugasol.com/en/pau-gasol-press-release-05-10-2021/ 

 

• The Change layer. Gasol explicitly argues that European basketball needs to evolve and that NBA involvement could help 

improve it. Source: https://www.europapress.tv/deportes/992623/1/pau-gasol-baloncesto-europa-debe-evolucionar-nba-

puede-ayudar-mejorarlo 

 

• The strongest current source for Gasol's view that European basketball needs a different institutional model. Source: 

https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-pau-gasol-necesidad-modelo-diferente-europa-evidente-

20260705092953.html 

 

• NBA Europe, economic sustainability, the fan experience and his interpretation of the future European basketball 

ecosystem. Source: https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/nba/20260609/1004192906/pau-gasol-sobre-nba-

europa-experiencia-aficionado-sera-mejor.html 

8. Juan Carlos Navarro 

• Probably the best overall Navarro development interview. It covers family influence, Sant Feliu, Barça youth progression, 

early first-team exposure, learning from mistakes, work and continuous improvement. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2021/10/03/reportajes/1633240730_610279.html 

 

• Probably the single most important source for continuity, club loyalty and team chemistry. Navarro explicitly discusses how 

constant player turnover damages chemistry, the advantage of Barcelona's continuity, leadership responsibility and his 

unwillingness. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/spain-juan-carlos-navarro-interview 

 

• Primary material from Navarro's retirement. Source: https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/860683/tears-and-applause-as-

juan-carlos-navarro-gives-farewell-conference 

 

• His transition into development work, his recognition that managing and educating young players require different skills and 

his views on playing philosophy and team balance. Source: 

https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/20190228/46730637021/entrevista-juan-carlos-navarro-barca-no-juego-

basket-retirada-camiseta-palau-despacho.html 

 

• His own reaction to retirement, transition into club management, youth development, supporter relationship and his 

EuroLeague memories. Source: https://elpais.com/deportes/2018/09/07/actualidad/1536309939_870514.html 

 

https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/nba/20170703/423874595883/nba-entrevista-pau-gasol-barcelona-retirada.html
https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/nba/20170703/423874595883/nba-entrevista-pau-gasol-barcelona-retirada.html
https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-gasol-seleccion-tiene-construir-propia-identidad-seguir-legado-familia-20220530153339.html
https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-gasol-seleccion-tiene-construir-propia-identidad-seguir-legado-familia-20220530153339.html
https://www.latimes.com/sports/lakers/story/2023-08-11/transcript-pau-gasol-exclusive-interview-los-angeles-times-broderick-turner
https://www.latimes.com/sports/lakers/story/2023-08-11/transcript-pau-gasol-exclusive-interview-los-angeles-times-broderick-turner
https://www.nbcsports.com/nba/news/pau-gasol-says-he-prefers-the-european-style-of-basketball
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/spain-we-have-the-desire-and-ambition-to-do-things-well-this-year-pau-gasol
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/spain-we-have-the-desire-and-ambition-to-do-things-well-this-year-pau-gasol
https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/2283129/pau-gasol-announces-retirement
https://paugasol.com/en/pau-gasol-press-release-05-10-2021/
https://www.europapress.tv/deportes/992623/1/pau-gasol-baloncesto-europa-debe-evolucionar-nba-puede-ayudar-mejorarlo
https://www.europapress.tv/deportes/992623/1/pau-gasol-baloncesto-europa-debe-evolucionar-nba-puede-ayudar-mejorarlo
https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-pau-gasol-necesidad-modelo-diferente-europa-evidente-20260705092953.html
https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-pau-gasol-necesidad-modelo-diferente-europa-evidente-20260705092953.html
https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/nba/20260609/1004192906/pau-gasol-sobre-nba-europa-experiencia-aficionado-sera-mejor.html
https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/nba/20260609/1004192906/pau-gasol-sobre-nba-europa-experiencia-aficionado-sera-mejor.html
https://as.com/baloncesto/2021/10/03/reportajes/1633240730_610279.html
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/spain-juan-carlos-navarro-interview
https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/860683/tears-and-applause-as-juan-carlos-navarro-gives-farewell-conference
https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/860683/tears-and-applause-as-juan-carlos-navarro-gives-farewell-conference
https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/20190228/46730637021/entrevista-juan-carlos-navarro-barca-no-juego-basket-retirada-camiseta-palau-despacho.html
https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/20190228/46730637021/entrevista-juan-carlos-navarro-barca-no-juego-basket-retirada-camiseta-palau-despacho.html
https://elpais.com/deportes/2018/09/07/actualidad/1536309939_870514.html
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• A valuable older source that captures Navarro in his prime. Useful for learning from mistakes, concentration, expectations 

attached to Barcelona and the importance of European competition. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-

carlos-navarro-me-siento-un-privilegiado-26743 

 

• Navarro as executive and steward, his emphasis on "basketball people", youth-system experience, Pau Gasol's influence on 

teammates and Barcelona's institutional expectations. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-carlos-navarro-con-

ilusion-y-sentido-comun-lo-haremos-muy-bien-133192 

 

• Authoritative contextual source for the scale of his institutional continuity: 20 first-team seasons, 35 titles and immediate 

movement into the basketball structure. Source: https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/839734/navarro-to-step-off-court-

with-35-titles 

 

• Institutional memory, symbolic heritage and the transformation of the player's career into a permanent artifact inside the 

Palau Blaugrana. Source: https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/videos/1083097/barcelona-retires-navarros-number-11 

9. Dirk Nowitzki 

• Probably the single most important Nowitzki source for the research topic. It covers Germany's development, European and 

international coaching, ball movement, team basketball, skilled big men, Würzburg and the importance of the. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/news-nowitzki-savors-rise-of-germany-national-team-growth-of-fiba-ball 

 

• The best source for Geschwindner as mentor and educator, including basketball instruction, personal formation, books, 

music and Nowitzki's development philosophy. Source: https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/dlf-sportgespraech-ich-wollte-

basketball-nie-als-meinen-100.html 

 

• National-team loyalty, the role of the German federation, development from youth national teams through the senior team 

and Nowitzki's continuing stewardship role. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-news-

fiba-exclusive-interview-dirk-nowitzki-the-world-cup-is-basketball-on-the-highest-level 

 

• The key source for promotion and relegation and NBA Europe. The critical statement is Nowitzki's explicit view that the 

European promotion and relegation model keeps games interesting. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-

news/1921211/dirk-nowitzki-talks-nba-europe-dallas-mavericks-luka-doncic-euroleague-nba/ 

 

• Very useful direct interview for Geschwindner, his importance to Nowitzki's career and Würzburg as permanent home. 

Source: https://www.zeit.de/news/2014-09/15/basketball-nowitzki-ohne-geschwindner-vielleicht-nie-in-der-nba-15123208 

 

• European basketball genealogy, earlier European stars, Gasol and Parker's generation, the current European NBA 

generation and national-team memory. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1716577/greek-nightmare-

german-rise-and-euros-dominating-the-nba-the-euro-goat-dirk-nowitzki/ 

 

• A very important current source for Germany's development ecosystem. Nowitzki explicitly connects the rise of German 

basketball with youth Bundesliga structures, talent development and later pathways into college and the NBA. Source: 

https://ran.joyn.de/sports/basketball/dirk-nowitzki-exklusiv-ueber-dbb-auswahl-die-beste-generation-die-wir-je-hatten-

112722 

 

• It shows Nowitzki valuing a more democratic national-team coaching environment and illustrates pluralism within European 

coaching culture. Source: https://www.sueddeutsche.de/sport/sz-interview-ich-sehe-mich-noch-als-kind-das-spass-hat-

1.732427 

 

• A long direct interview from Nowitzki's prime and therefore useful for longitudinal comparison. Source: 

https://www.galore.de/interviews/people/dirk-nowitzki/2006-04-19 

 

• It captures Nowitzki at the very beginning of his NBA career. He describes how Geschwindner helped him through an early 

crisis by forcing him to accept personal responsibility rather than blaming coaches. Source: 

https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/wurzburg-gefallt-mir-besser-nba-profi-dirk-nowitzki-spricht-uber-seine-erfahrungen-in-

dallas-613900.html 

https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-carlos-navarro-me-siento-un-privilegiado-26743
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-carlos-navarro-me-siento-un-privilegiado-26743
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-carlos-navarro-con-ilusion-y-sentido-comun-lo-haremos-muy-bien-133192
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-carlos-navarro-con-ilusion-y-sentido-comun-lo-haremos-muy-bien-133192
https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/839734/navarro-to-step-off-court-with-35-titles
https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/news/839734/navarro-to-step-off-court-with-35-titles
https://www.fcbarcelona.com/en/videos/1083097/barcelona-retires-navarros-number-11
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/news-nowitzki-savors-rise-of-germany-national-team-growth-of-fiba-ball
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/dlf-sportgespraech-ich-wollte-basketball-nie-als-meinen-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/dlf-sportgespraech-ich-wollte-basketball-nie-als-meinen-100.html
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-news-fiba-exclusive-interview-dirk-nowitzki-the-world-cup-is-basketball-on-the-highest-level
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-news-fiba-exclusive-interview-dirk-nowitzki-the-world-cup-is-basketball-on-the-highest-level
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1921211/dirk-nowitzki-talks-nba-europe-dallas-mavericks-luka-doncic-euroleague-nba/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1921211/dirk-nowitzki-talks-nba-europe-dallas-mavericks-luka-doncic-euroleague-nba/
https://www.zeit.de/news/2014-09/15/basketball-nowitzki-ohne-geschwindner-vielleicht-nie-in-der-nba-15123208
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1716577/greek-nightmare-german-rise-and-euros-dominating-the-nba-the-euro-goat-dirk-nowitzki/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1716577/greek-nightmare-german-rise-and-euros-dominating-the-nba-the-euro-goat-dirk-nowitzki/
https://ran.joyn.de/sports/basketball/dirk-nowitzki-exklusiv-ueber-dbb-auswahl-die-beste-generation-die-wir-je-hatten-112722
https://ran.joyn.de/sports/basketball/dirk-nowitzki-exklusiv-ueber-dbb-auswahl-die-beste-generation-die-wir-je-hatten-112722
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/sport/sz-interview-ich-sehe-mich-noch-als-kind-das-spass-hat-1.732427
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/sport/sz-interview-ich-sehe-mich-noch-als-kind-das-spass-hat-1.732427
https://www.galore.de/interviews/people/dirk-nowitzki/2006-04-19
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/wurzburg-gefallt-mir-besser-nba-profi-dirk-nowitzki-spricht-uber-seine-erfahrungen-in-dallas-613900.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/wurzburg-gefallt-mir-besser-nba-profi-dirk-nowitzki-spricht-uber-seine-erfahrungen-in-dallas-613900.html
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10. Tony Parker 

• Probably the single strongest Parker source for the research topic. It covers the Spurs' "EuroLeague touch", passing and ball 

movement, ASVEL's historic identity, knowledgeable supporters and Parker's explicit preference for NBA-style institutional. 

Source: https://www.eurosport.fr/basketball/interview-tony-parker-je-prefere-largement-ma-carriere-a-celle-de-certains-

joueurs-du-top-75-all-tim_sto8631965/story.shtml 

 

• Stewardship and education. Parker explicitly explains why he wants to give back, discusses the coaches who helped him 

and explains that his academy is designed to prepare young people for successful lives. Source: 

https://www.euronews.com/2021/01/28/dream-big-how-tony-parker-accomplished-the-impossible 

 

• The interview is more than an hour and contains substantial dedicated sections on INSEP as school, becoming a 

professional, the NBA, the French national team and ASVEL. Source: https://www.basketeurope.com/video-tony-parker-la-

vraie-interview/ 

 

• One of the most important institutional sources in the entire corpus for development-system interdependence. It documents 

Parker and the federation explicitly coordinating the INSEP and ASVEL pathways for young players. Source: 

https://ancien.ffbb.com/jean-pierre-siutat-et-tony-parker-ont-evoque-la-formation-francaise 

 

• Very important early source showing that Parker's ideas about academy development, integration of youth with the 

professional club and producing talent internally existed well before his retirement. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/fra-tony-parker-buys-into-asvel 

 

• Parker's assessment of the 2014 Spurs. Source: https://www.poundingtherock.com/2014/10/10/6960701/i-feel-like-im-living-a-

dream-tony-parker-interviewed-by-yahoo-france 

 

• Parker's early ASVEL institutional vision: academy, arena, European competition and building the club beyond the playing 

roster. Source: https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-je-veux-jouer-la-meilleure-coupe-d-europe/729938 

 

• ASVEL modernization, budget stability, academy construction, infrastructure and positioning for EuroLeague status. Source: 

https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-un-signe-fort/962953 

 

• Later executive source showing Parker explicitly evaluating the ASVEL project holistically through infrastructure, attendance, 

engagement and organization rather than only sporting results. Source: https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-

sur-les-difficultes-de-l-asvel-on-a-toujours-fait-ce-qu-on-a-annonce/1457227 

 

• Very important current source for Parker's transition into coaching and his description of ASVEL as his club of the heart while 

maintaining his institutional role. Source: https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Actualites/Tony-parker-est-le-nouvel-entraineur-de-l-

asvel-j-aurai-plusieurs-casquettes/1698909 

 

• These sources provide useful institutional context for the system that produced Parker and subsequent French players. FIBA 

describes INSEP as a major French talent-producing structure, while the federation places it at the. Source: 

https://ancien.ffbb.com/actus/pole-france 

11. Šarūnas Jasikevičius 

• Žalgiris as institution, domestic competition, organizational quality and Jasikevičius's collective coaching philosophy at 

Barcelona. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/2020/09/04/euroliga/1599239693_376207.html 

 

• Coaching philosophy: adapting style to players, balancing individual qualities with collective philosophy and the evolution 

of Fenerbahçe as a European basketball institution. Source: https://www.lrytas.lt/sportas/krepsinis/2024/05/21/news/vykti-i-

berlyna-nesitikejes-s-jasikevicius-apie-prisitaikyma-fenerbahce-ir-izaideju-stygi-europoje-31988254 

 

• Demanding but dialogical European coaching, development through strong environments and the importance of older 

players, coaching staff and institutional quality. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/lithuania-panathinaikos-

guard-sarunas-jasikevicius/ 

 

• EuroLeague profile/interview covers childhood Kaunas identity, Sabonis as hero and the long arc from aspiring Žalgiris 

player to elite European basketball figure. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/966 

https://www.eurosport.fr/basketball/interview-tony-parker-je-prefere-largement-ma-carriere-a-celle-de-certains-joueurs-du-top-75-all-tim_sto8631965/story.shtml
https://www.eurosport.fr/basketball/interview-tony-parker-je-prefere-largement-ma-carriere-a-celle-de-certains-joueurs-du-top-75-all-tim_sto8631965/story.shtml
https://www.euronews.com/2021/01/28/dream-big-how-tony-parker-accomplished-the-impossible
https://www.basketeurope.com/video-tony-parker-la-vraie-interview/
https://www.basketeurope.com/video-tony-parker-la-vraie-interview/
https://ancien.ffbb.com/jean-pierre-siutat-et-tony-parker-ont-evoque-la-formation-francaise
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/fra-tony-parker-buys-into-asvel
https://www.poundingtherock.com/2014/10/10/6960701/i-feel-like-im-living-a-dream-tony-parker-interviewed-by-yahoo-france
https://www.poundingtherock.com/2014/10/10/6960701/i-feel-like-im-living-a-dream-tony-parker-interviewed-by-yahoo-france
https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-je-veux-jouer-la-meilleure-coupe-d-europe/729938
https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-un-signe-fort/962953
https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-sur-les-difficultes-de-l-asvel-on-a-toujours-fait-ce-qu-on-a-annonce/1457227
https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Tony-parker-sur-les-difficultes-de-l-asvel-on-a-toujours-fait-ce-qu-on-a-annonce/1457227
https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Actualites/Tony-parker-est-le-nouvel-entraineur-de-l-asvel-j-aurai-plusieurs-casquettes/1698909
https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Actualites/Tony-parker-est-le-nouvel-entraineur-de-l-asvel-j-aurai-plusieurs-casquettes/1698909
https://ancien.ffbb.com/actus/pole-france
https://as.com/baloncesto/2020/09/04/euroliga/1599239693_376207.html
https://www.lrytas.lt/sportas/krepsinis/2024/05/21/news/vykti-i-berlyna-nesitikejes-s-jasikevicius-apie-prisitaikyma-fenerbahce-ir-izaideju-stygi-europoje-31988254
https://www.lrytas.lt/sportas/krepsinis/2024/05/21/news/vykti-i-berlyna-nesitikejes-s-jasikevicius-apie-prisitaikyma-fenerbahce-ir-izaideju-stygi-europoje-31988254
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/lithuania-panathinaikos-guard-sarunas-jasikevicius/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/lithuania-panathinaikos-guard-sarunas-jasikevicius/
https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/966
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• Kaunas atmosphere as a competitive factor and Žalgiris supporters as part of the playing environment. Source: 

https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/sportas/10/2413274/jasikeviciaus-komentarai-pries-eurolygos-akistata-su-zalgiriu 

 

• Continuity through reinvention, legacy of Obradović and Messina, pressure in contemporary European basketball and the 

future of the game. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1906939/jasikevicius-to-eurohoops-the-logic-is-to-

keep-winning-and-everyone-will-shut-up/ 

12. Vassilis Spanoulis 

• EuroLeague, The Crossover podcast. Long-form interview on hard work, delayed development, his move across the Athens 

rivalry and confidence in accepting responsibility. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/395 

 

• SPORT24, 1 March 2022. Long-form interview on his coaching transition, mentors, youth development, inspiration, discipline, 

defined roles and putting the team above the individual. Source: https://www.sport24.gr/basket/o-vasilis-spanoulis-

apokleistika-sto-sport24-sto-leo-apo-tora-tha-gino-poli-kalos-proponitis/ 

 

• BasketNews Talks, 3 November 2022. Interview on new-school coaching, coaching principles, European coaches in the NBA 

and how his playing experience informs his philosophy. Source: https://basketnewstalks.podbean.com/e/vassilis-spanoulis-

idol-coaching-in-the-nba-disagreeing-w-bartzokas-advice/ 

 

• SPORT24, 2 April 2019. Interview on his move to Olympiacos, self-belief, perseverance and the institutional significance of his 

career decision. Source: https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-pepromeno-mou-o-olimpiakos/ 

 

• Olympiacos BC, September 2023. Official club interview on club identity, institutional relationships and the role of the 

Angelopoulos brothers in changing Olympiacos history. Source: https://www.olympiacosbc.gr/en/we-are-

olympiacos/special-events/the-night-of-the-legend/9861-spanoulis-the-angelopoulos-brothers-have-changed-the-history-

of-olympiacos.html 

 

• FIBA, 28 July 2010. Interview on national-team commitment, continuity, familiarity, coach philosophy and representing 

Greece as an honor. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-spanoulis-proud-of-his-commitment-to-greece 

 

• FIBA backstage interview, 2008. Early interview on his return from the NBA and what he missed about European basketball 

and its supporters. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-backstage-interview-with-vasileios-spanoulis-video 

 

• EuroLeague Basketball, 28 November 2024. Official interview on the transition from player to coach, player respect, team 

culture and using individual strengths collectively. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqBvQPV3wr4 

 

• SPORT24, 5 May 2017. Interview on Olympiacos building its own European myth, competitive continuity and the creation of 

contemporary club heritage. Source: https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-o-olimpiakos-exei-xtisei-ton-diko-tou-mitho/ 

 

• SPORT24, 15 June 2016. Long-form career interview on his Larissa upbringing, academy formation, youth coaching and the 

influence of Vlado Majstrenko. Source: https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-olimpiakos-einai-otan-pefteis-na-sikonesai-

pio-dinatos/ 

13. Theo Papaloukas 

• FIBA interview with Theo Papaloukas on team roles and collective responsibility within the Greek national team. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-papaloukas-everyone-s-important-from-the-first-to-the-12th-player 

 

• FIBA interview with Theo Papaloukas on the Greek national team and its competitive development. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-papaloukas-i-believe-that-our-national-team-is-on-track/ 

 

• EuroLeague media material featuring Theo Papaloukas and his European basketball career. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/775 

 

https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/sportas/10/2413274/jasikeviciaus-komentarai-pries-eurolygos-akistata-su-zalgiriu
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1906939/jasikevicius-to-eurohoops-the-logic-is-to-keep-winning-and-everyone-will-shut-up/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1906939/jasikevicius-to-eurohoops-the-logic-is-to-keep-winning-and-everyone-will-shut-up/
https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/395
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/o-vasilis-spanoulis-apokleistika-sto-sport24-sto-leo-apo-tora-tha-gino-poli-kalos-proponitis/
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/o-vasilis-spanoulis-apokleistika-sto-sport24-sto-leo-apo-tora-tha-gino-poli-kalos-proponitis/
https://basketnewstalks.podbean.com/e/vassilis-spanoulis-idol-coaching-in-the-nba-disagreeing-w-bartzokas-advice/
https://basketnewstalks.podbean.com/e/vassilis-spanoulis-idol-coaching-in-the-nba-disagreeing-w-bartzokas-advice/
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-pepromeno-mou-o-olimpiakos/
https://www.olympiacosbc.gr/en/we-are-olympiacos/special-events/the-night-of-the-legend/9861-spanoulis-the-angelopoulos-brothers-have-changed-the-history-of-olympiacos.html
https://www.olympiacosbc.gr/en/we-are-olympiacos/special-events/the-night-of-the-legend/9861-spanoulis-the-angelopoulos-brothers-have-changed-the-history-of-olympiacos.html
https://www.olympiacosbc.gr/en/we-are-olympiacos/special-events/the-night-of-the-legend/9861-spanoulis-the-angelopoulos-brothers-have-changed-the-history-of-olympiacos.html
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-spanoulis-proud-of-his-commitment-to-greece
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-backstage-interview-with-vasileios-spanoulis-video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqBvQPV3wr4
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-o-olimpiakos-exei-xtisei-ton-diko-tou-mitho/
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-olimpiakos-einai-otan-pefteis-na-sikonesai-pio-dinatos/
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/spanoulis-olimpiakos-einai-otan-pefteis-na-sikonesai-pio-dinatos/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-papaloukas-everyone-s-important-from-the-first-to-the-12th-player
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-papaloukas-i-believe-that-our-national-team-is-on-track/
https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/775
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• Eurohoops Academy material featuring Papaloukas in a youth basketball development setting. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurohoops-academy-en/742089/eurohoops-academy-opening-ceremony-the-bar-is-set-

even-higher-for-a-new-thrilling-season-video/ 

 

• Eurohoops retrospective with Papaloukas on CSKA Moscow and EuroLeague championship experience. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1963333/theo-papaloukas-talks-cska-championship-in-prague-in-2008-

euroleague/ 

14. İbrahim Kutluay 

• Socrates interview with İbrahim Kutluay reflecting on training, playing habits and his basketball career. Source: 

https://www.socratesdergi.com/yazi/antrenmandayim 

 

• Long-form audiovisual interview with İbrahim Kutluay on his basketball career and experiences. Source: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB5c9-yPQxM 

 

• Fenerbahçe historical interview with İbrahim Kutluay on his career and connection with the club. Source: 

https://fenerbahcetarihi.org/2023/12/22/ibrahim-kutluay-roportaji/ 

 

• GQ interview with İbrahim Kutluay covering his playing career and personal basketball perspective. Source: 

https://gq.com.tr/ibrahim-kutluay-gq-roportaji 

 

• Eurohoops interview with Kutluay recalling the 2002 EuroLeague final and his European club career. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/tr/euroleague-tr/1809310/ibrahim-kutluay-2002-euroleague-finalini-anlatiyor-hayatim-boyunca-

unutmayacagim-bir-an/ 

 

• Profile and interview material with İbrahim Kutluay on his career and public life after basketball. Source: 

https://www.farukbildirici.com/2009/12/27/ibrahim-kutluay/ 

 

• FIBA historical record for EuroBasket 2001, providing national-team competition context for Kutluay. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/history/208-fiba-eurobasket/2087 

 

• İbrahim Kutluay Basketball Academy institutional material on youth basketball training and development. Source: 

https://www.ikba.com.tr/ikba-tarihcesi/ 

 

• Habertürk interview with İbrahim Kutluay covering basketball, family and his post-playing perspective. Source: 

https://www.haberturk.com/yazarlar/nazenin-tokusoglu/758824-ibo-ve-cocuklari 

15. Andrei Kirilenko 

• Explicit contrast between European team play and tactical knowledge and NBA individualism, including the idea that 

EuroLeague basketball can educate the viewer. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1617723/andrei-

kirilenko-talks-euroleague-and-nba-differences/ 

 

• FIBA World Basketball Summit - covers national team as a unifying driving force, children's participation, MiniBasket, coach 

certification and reaching children early. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/kirilenko-zitting-and-panlilio-

highlight-national-teams-overall-importance-of-federations 

 

• CSKA belonging, institutional continuity, team chemistry and importance of coach trust. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/one-on-one/88130/ 

 

• Transition from player to federation steward and transfer of experience across Russian, European and American 

organizations. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/kirilenko-draws-curtain-on-fabulous-career 

 

• National-team continuity, reconnecting with youth teammates, home supporters and the national team as the visible peak 

of the basketball ecosystem. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-european-qualifiers-

news-kirilenko-says-world-cup-qualifiers-windows-exactly-what-basketball-needs 

 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurohoops-academy-en/742089/eurohoops-academy-opening-ceremony-the-bar-is-set-even-higher-for-a-new-thrilling-season-video/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurohoops-academy-en/742089/eurohoops-academy-opening-ceremony-the-bar-is-set-even-higher-for-a-new-thrilling-season-video/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1963333/theo-papaloukas-talks-cska-championship-in-prague-in-2008-euroleague/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1963333/theo-papaloukas-talks-cska-championship-in-prague-in-2008-euroleague/
https://www.socratesdergi.com/yazi/antrenmandayim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB5c9-yPQxM
https://fenerbahcetarihi.org/2023/12/22/ibrahim-kutluay-roportaji/
https://gq.com.tr/ibrahim-kutluay-gq-roportaji
https://www.eurohoops.net/tr/euroleague-tr/1809310/ibrahim-kutluay-2002-euroleague-finalini-anlatiyor-hayatim-boyunca-unutmayacagim-bir-an/
https://www.eurohoops.net/tr/euroleague-tr/1809310/ibrahim-kutluay-2002-euroleague-finalini-anlatiyor-hayatim-boyunca-unutmayacagim-bir-an/
https://www.farukbildirici.com/2009/12/27/ibrahim-kutluay/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/history/208-fiba-eurobasket/2087
https://www.ikba.com.tr/ikba-tarihcesi/
https://www.haberturk.com/yazarlar/nazenin-tokusoglu/758824-ibo-ve-cocuklari
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1617723/andrei-kirilenko-talks-euroleague-and-nba-differences/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1617723/andrei-kirilenko-talks-euroleague-and-nba-differences/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/kirilenko-zitting-and-panlilio-highlight-national-teams-overall-importance-of-federations
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/kirilenko-zitting-and-panlilio-highlight-national-teams-overall-importance-of-federations
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/one-on-one/88130/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/kirilenko-draws-curtain-on-fabulous-career
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-european-qualifiers-news-kirilenko-says-world-cup-qualifiers-windows-exactly-what-basketball-needs
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-european-qualifiers-news-kirilenko-says-world-cup-qualifiers-windows-exactly-what-basketball-needs
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• Children's basketball, shortage of coaches, international competition and limits of directly importing NBA methods into a 

different structure. Source: https://www.vedomosti.ru/sport/basketball/articles/2024/10/11/1068073-andrei-kirilenko-

bolshinstvo-metodov-nba-v-rossii-neprimenimi 

 

• International youth competition, staged grassroots development, MiniBasket and exposure to different basketball styles from 

childhood. Source: https://www.vedomosti.ru/sport/basketball/characters/2025/07/05/1122024-andrei-kirilenko-

gosudarstvo-daet-dengi-i-hochet-bolshei-effektivnosti 

 

• Federation strategy: organizational stabilization, infrastructure, youth development and international exposure for young 

players. Source: https://ria.ru/20240822/kirilenko-1967835999.html 

 

• NBA Europe, potential value of NBA resources and the need to understand and protect Europe's basketball characteristics 

through adaptation. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fibawc/1824307/andrei-kirilenko-talks-russia-nba-europe/ 

16. Goran Dragić 

• Retrospective interview on Slovenia's EuroBasket 2017 title, team chemistry, previous national-team generations, leadership 

and Luka Dončić. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/eurobasket-2021-news-the-dragon-who-conquered-

europe-goran-dragic-and-slovenian-magic 

 

• Reports Dragić's Delo interview on accumulated pressure, Slovenia's history of near misses and his leadership during the 

EuroBasket final. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/522994/goran-dragic-kind-trance/ 

 

• Interview on his return to Slovenia, relationships with teammates, competitive motivation and the atmosphere created by 

Turkish supporters. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/1377262/goran-dragic-it-will-be-one-of-the-hardest-

eurobaskets-ever/ 

 

• Dragić's acceptance of a reduced national-team role and Luka Dončić's emergence as Slovenia's primary leader. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/1375735/goran-dragic-i-used-to-be-batman-now-i-will-be-robin/ 

 

• Farewell profile covering Ljubljana, national-team relationships, supporters and Dragić's description of leadership succession 

to Dončić. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-olympic-qualifying-tournament-2024-piraeus-

greece/news/goran-dragic-night-of-the-dragon-ljubljana-slovenia 

 

• Early audiovisual interview recorded while Dragić was receiving increased national-team playing time following veteran 

absences. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dlX0kNJPDU 

 

• Post-title interview on team chemistry, Igor Kokoškov's role, knockout competition, Dončić and the meaning of winning 

EuroBasket. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/triumph-at-fiba-eurobasket-2017-is-the-highlight-of-my-career-

says-dragic 

 

• Long-form interview on Dragić's career, Slovenian roots, EuroBasket, national-team experience and legacy. Source: 

https://en-podcast.slovenia.info/1925937/episodes/16244835-goran-dragic-exclusive-interview-where-does-an-nba-star-

recommend-his-friends-visit-in-slovenia 

17. Ricky Rubio 

• Rubio discusses becoming a professional at 14, continuing school, personal values and Aíto García Reneses protecting his 

education. Source: https://aprendemosjuntos.bbva.com/especial/sigo-aprendiendo-del-nino-que-fui-con-14-anos-ricky-

rubio/ 

 

• Rubio's ACB debut, Aíto, Quin Snyder, team-oriented systems, adaptation and Igor Kokoškov's player-centered coaching. 

Source: https://www.sportingnews.com/es/nba/news/entrevista-exclusiva-a-ricky-rubio-habla-snyder-utah-jazz-mitchell-

salud-mental-de-los-jugadores-nba-2018-2019/15wh914r5prgi18ztghcke56og 

 

• Direct comments on returning to Joventut, club belonging, personal motivation and contributing experience to younger 

players. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/ricky-rubio-vengo-con-una-ilusion-que-hace-tiempo-que-no-tenia-143058 

 

• Press-conference coverage on Badalona, Joventut identity, helping young players and transmitting the club's sense of 

belonging. Source: https://efe.com/deportes/2025-07-23/ricky-rubio-joventut-presentacion-oficial/ 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/sport/basketball/articles/2024/10/11/1068073-andrei-kirilenko-bolshinstvo-metodov-nba-v-rossii-neprimenimi
https://www.vedomosti.ru/sport/basketball/articles/2024/10/11/1068073-andrei-kirilenko-bolshinstvo-metodov-nba-v-rossii-neprimenimi
https://www.vedomosti.ru/sport/basketball/characters/2025/07/05/1122024-andrei-kirilenko-gosudarstvo-daet-dengi-i-hochet-bolshei-effektivnosti
https://www.vedomosti.ru/sport/basketball/characters/2025/07/05/1122024-andrei-kirilenko-gosudarstvo-daet-dengi-i-hochet-bolshei-effektivnosti
https://ria.ru/20240822/kirilenko-1967835999.html
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fibawc/1824307/andrei-kirilenko-talks-russia-nba-europe/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/eurobasket-2021-news-the-dragon-who-conquered-europe-goran-dragic-and-slovenian-magic
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/eurobasket-2021-news-the-dragon-who-conquered-europe-goran-dragic-and-slovenian-magic
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/522994/goran-dragic-kind-trance/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/1377262/goran-dragic-it-will-be-one-of-the-hardest-eurobaskets-ever/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/1377262/goran-dragic-it-will-be-one-of-the-hardest-eurobaskets-ever/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurobasket/1375735/goran-dragic-i-used-to-be-batman-now-i-will-be-robin/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-olympic-qualifying-tournament-2024-piraeus-greece/news/goran-dragic-night-of-the-dragon-ljubljana-slovenia
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-olympic-qualifying-tournament-2024-piraeus-greece/news/goran-dragic-night-of-the-dragon-ljubljana-slovenia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dlX0kNJPDU
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/triumph-at-fiba-eurobasket-2017-is-the-highlight-of-my-career-says-dragic
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/triumph-at-fiba-eurobasket-2017-is-the-highlight-of-my-career-says-dragic
https://en-podcast.slovenia.info/1925937/episodes/16244835-goran-dragic-exclusive-interview-where-does-an-nba-star-recommend-his-friends-visit-in-slovenia
https://en-podcast.slovenia.info/1925937/episodes/16244835-goran-dragic-exclusive-interview-where-does-an-nba-star-recommend-his-friends-visit-in-slovenia
https://aprendemosjuntos.bbva.com/especial/sigo-aprendiendo-del-nino-que-fui-con-14-anos-ricky-rubio/
https://aprendemosjuntos.bbva.com/especial/sigo-aprendiendo-del-nino-que-fui-con-14-anos-ricky-rubio/
https://www.sportingnews.com/es/nba/news/entrevista-exclusiva-a-ricky-rubio-habla-snyder-utah-jazz-mitchell-salud-mental-de-los-jugadores-nba-2018-2019/15wh914r5prgi18ztghcke56og
https://www.sportingnews.com/es/nba/news/entrevista-exclusiva-a-ricky-rubio-habla-snyder-utah-jazz-mitchell-salud-mental-de-los-jugadores-nba-2018-2019/15wh914r5prgi18ztghcke56og
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/ricky-rubio-vengo-con-una-ilusion-que-hace-tiempo-que-no-tenia-143058
https://efe.com/deportes/2025-07-23/ricky-rubio-joventut-presentacion-oficial/
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• Long-form interview on Rubio's return to basketball, his relationship with performance pressure and his current understanding 

of the game. Source: https://cadenaser.com/nacional/2025/10/31/ricky-rubio-se-abre-en-el-larguero-he-vuelto-a-ser-feliz-

jugando-antes-me-ponia-una-presion-inhumana-y-robotica-cadena-ser/ 

 

• Documents Rubio's progression from a five-minute ACB debut at 14 to 100 senior league appearances while still a teenager. 

Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/ricky-rubio-alcanza-sus-primeros-100-partidos-en-acb-45249 

 

• Early interview on entering Spain's senior national team at 17, learning within an elite group and balancing basketball with 

family and education. Source: https://www.publico.es/deportes/ahora-hablar-tengo-presion-instituto.html 

18. Luka Dončić 

• Dončić reflects on Real Madrid's role in his development as a player, his education beyond basketball and enduring 

relationships with the club. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-news/doncic-real-

madrid-has-given-me-everything 

 

• Interview on moving from Slovenia to Madrid at 13, adaptation, veteran teammates and Dončić's description of Pablo Laso 

as a sporting father. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/2018/08/03/nba/1533306004_011213.html 

 

• Dončić's gratitude toward Real Madrid, Madrid and Spain alongside his decision to represent Slovenia. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/slovenia-question-resolved-doncic-ready-for-next-step-with-madrid 

 

• Laso describes Real Madrid's long-term development of Dončić, including academy work, increasing competitive roles and 

integration into the first team. Source: https://admin.euroleague.net/news/interviews/euroleague-2017-

18/i/8rmt3yn5nm9kedpf/coach-pablo-laso-real-madrid-we-had-to-reinvent-ourselves 

 

• Mind the Game, June 2025. Dončić compares European and American youth development, emphasizing practice, 

fundamentals, small-sided situations, reading the game and team-first habits. Source: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lso12cxF4Ok 

 

• Mind the Game, June 2025. Dončić discusses his youth basketball study, growing up in Slovenia, enjoyment in youth sport 

and differences in developmental environments. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l2yxTsj2TM 

 

• Real Madrid TV, October 2023. Dončić describes Real Madrid as formative both for his basketball development and for his 

education and personal growth. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-news/doncic-i-

wouldnt-be-where-i-am-now-if-it-wasnt-for-real-madrid 

19. Nikola Jokić 

• Jokić's own contemporaneous account of Sombor, family basketball, joining Mega and his enjoyment-based view of 

professional basketball. Source: https://www.bcmegabasket.net/2014/12/22/aba-blog-nikola-jokic/ 

 

• Developmental profile with Serbian coach testimony on decision-making drills, positional versatility, tolerance for mistakes 

and Mega's coaching environment. Source: https://www.si.com/nba/2020/05/28/nikola-jokic-nuggets-the-serbian-way 

 

• Interview on adapting back to European basketball after an NBA season and the pride associated with representing Serbia. 

Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/oqt-serbia-2016-news-serbias-jokic-shows-rookies-how-it-s-done 

 

• Interview on Serbian basketball tradition, national-team role models, Olympic experience and representing Serbia. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/eurobasket/2017/news/jokic-i-just-want-to-do-the-right-things-for-serbia-to-win 

 

• NBA.com developmental profile. Ognjen Stojaković describes Denver adapting Jokić’s Serbian-developed game through 

gradual, step-by-step development. Source: https://www.nba.com/nikola-jokic-denver-nuggets-game-changers 

 

• FIBA, 2016. Jokić discusses the transition from European basketball to the NBA and his pride in representing Serbia 

internationally. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/oqt-serbia-2016-news-jokic-s-star-takes-off 

https://cadenaser.com/nacional/2025/10/31/ricky-rubio-se-abre-en-el-larguero-he-vuelto-a-ser-feliz-jugando-antes-me-ponia-una-presion-inhumana-y-robotica-cadena-ser/
https://cadenaser.com/nacional/2025/10/31/ricky-rubio-se-abre-en-el-larguero-he-vuelto-a-ser-feliz-jugando-antes-me-ponia-una-presion-inhumana-y-robotica-cadena-ser/
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/ricky-rubio-alcanza-sus-primeros-100-partidos-en-acb-45249
https://www.publico.es/deportes/ahora-hablar-tengo-presion-instituto.html
https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-news/doncic-real-madrid-has-given-me-everything
https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-news/doncic-real-madrid-has-given-me-everything
https://as.com/baloncesto/2018/08/03/nba/1533306004_011213.html
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/slovenia-question-resolved-doncic-ready-for-next-step-with-madrid
https://admin.euroleague.net/news/interviews/euroleague-2017-18/i/8rmt3yn5nm9kedpf/coach-pablo-laso-real-madrid-we-had-to-reinvent-ourselves
https://admin.euroleague.net/news/interviews/euroleague-2017-18/i/8rmt3yn5nm9kedpf/coach-pablo-laso-real-madrid-we-had-to-reinvent-ourselves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lso12cxF4Ok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l2yxTsj2TM
https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-news/doncic-i-wouldnt-be-where-i-am-now-if-it-wasnt-for-real-madrid
https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-news/doncic-i-wouldnt-be-where-i-am-now-if-it-wasnt-for-real-madrid
https://www.bcmegabasket.net/2014/12/22/aba-blog-nikola-jokic/
https://www.si.com/nba/2020/05/28/nikola-jokic-nuggets-the-serbian-way
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/oqt-serbia-2016-news-serbias-jokic-shows-rookies-how-it-s-done
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/eurobasket/2017/news/jokic-i-just-want-to-do-the-right-things-for-serbia-to-win
https://www.nba.com/nikola-jokic-denver-nuggets-game-changers
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/oqt-serbia-2016-news-jokic-s-star-takes-off
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20. Dimitris Diamantidis 

• Post-EuroBasket interview on Greece's title, his decisive semifinal shot and the influence of Greece's 1987 championship 

generation. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-champion-diamantidis-has-time-of-his-life 

 

• Diamantidis discusses his work with Greece's U16 team, player mentality, handling wins and losses, training habits and 

learning from younger players. Source: https://www.basket.gr/ellinika/eidhseis/diamantidis-i-synanastrofi-me-ta-pai/121919/ 

 

• Retirement announcement in which Diamantidis reflects on his national-team career and states that younger players should 

now enter the team. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-diamantidis-announces-international-retirement 

 

• Interview on Panathinaikos as a collective, learning from Željko Obradović and deriving satisfaction from actions that help 

the team. Source: https://www.tempo.gr/plus/ston-kosmo-mas/ellada/dimitris-diamantidis 

 

• Diamantidis's relationship with Obradović, Panathinaikos, individual recognition and the competitive environment around 

the club. Source: https://www.novasports.gr/sport/mpasket/event/euroleague/article/499512/diamantidis-san-pateras-me-

gio-me-ton-omprantobits/ 

 

• Announcement of Diamantidis and Theo Papaloukas as academy supervisors, with emphasis on sports mentality and youth 

development. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/470261/papaloukas-diamantidis-supervisors-eurohoops-

academy/ 

 

• Academy opening material describing Diamantidis and Papaloukas's youth-development philosophy and focus on 

enjoyment, health and basketball education. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurohoops-academy-

en/742089/eurohoops-academy-opening-ceremony-the-bar-is-set-even-higher-for-a-new-thrilling-season-video/ 

21. Miloš Teodosić 

• Long-form interview on the Serbian national team, European basketball, CSKA, club identity and Teodosić's approach to 

competition. Source: https://www.vice.com/sr/article/milos-teodosic-za-vice-slava-se-ne-stice-u-klubu-vec-u-reprezentaciji/ 

 

• Interview on national-team commitment, the Rio Olympic objective, the NBA and the creation of the TEO4 youth basketball 

camp. Source: https://mondo.rs/Sport/Kosarka/a861821/Milos-Teodosic-intervju-Olimpijske-igre-Rio-2016-NBA-liga-Crvena-

zvezda.html 

 

• Interview on choosing an NBA role, adaptation to American basketball and the TEO4 development camp. Source: 

https://www.vice.com/sr/article/teo-za-vice-klipersi-su-tim-po-mojoj-meri/ 

 

• Differences in competitive pressure between EuroLeague and NBA basketball and Teodosić's view of Luka Dončić. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/725006/milos-teodosic-the-defeat-is-accepted-differently-in-the-nba/ 

 

• Coach-player relationships, adaptation to different coaches and Teodosić's assessment of his own personality as a player. 

Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/euroleague/a138408-teodosic-mene-je-uzasno-tesko-trenirati/ 

22. Rudy Fernández 

• Interview on role adaptation, sacrifice, national-team tradition, commitment and representing Spain. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/juegos-olimpicos/2024-07-27/rudy-fernandez-mi-legado-es-el-compromiso.html 

 

• Interview on Joventut's academy, early senior exposure, Aíto García Reneses, veteran mentorship and club belonging. 

Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/2013/01/06/acb/1357430572_539886.html 

 

• Interview on captaincy, transmitting La Familia's traditions to younger players and Joventut's academy culture. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2019/08/16/mundial_baloncesto/1565975975_723609.html 

 

• National-team continuity, generational succession, captaincy and preserving Spain's established playing culture. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2019/07/25/mas_baloncesto/1564088501_964803.html 

 

• Interview on long-term national-team commitment, veteran relationships and the development of Spanish players. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/mas_baloncesto/la-seleccion-siempre-da-la-cara-n/ 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-champion-diamantidis-has-time-of-his-life
https://www.basket.gr/ellinika/eidhseis/diamantidis-i-synanastrofi-me-ta-pai/121919/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/gre-diamantidis-announces-international-retirement
https://www.tempo.gr/plus/ston-kosmo-mas/ellada/dimitris-diamantidis
https://www.novasports.gr/sport/mpasket/event/euroleague/article/499512/diamantidis-san-pateras-me-gio-me-ton-omprantobits/
https://www.novasports.gr/sport/mpasket/event/euroleague/article/499512/diamantidis-san-pateras-me-gio-me-ton-omprantobits/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/470261/papaloukas-diamantidis-supervisors-eurohoops-academy/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/470261/papaloukas-diamantidis-supervisors-eurohoops-academy/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurohoops-academy-en/742089/eurohoops-academy-opening-ceremony-the-bar-is-set-even-higher-for-a-new-thrilling-season-video/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/eurohoops-academy-en/742089/eurohoops-academy-opening-ceremony-the-bar-is-set-even-higher-for-a-new-thrilling-season-video/
https://www.vice.com/sr/article/milos-teodosic-za-vice-slava-se-ne-stice-u-klubu-vec-u-reprezentaciji/
https://mondo.rs/Sport/Kosarka/a861821/Milos-Teodosic-intervju-Olimpijske-igre-Rio-2016-NBA-liga-Crvena-zvezda.html
https://mondo.rs/Sport/Kosarka/a861821/Milos-Teodosic-intervju-Olimpijske-igre-Rio-2016-NBA-liga-Crvena-zvezda.html
https://www.vice.com/sr/article/teo-za-vice-klipersi-su-tim-po-mojoj-meri/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/725006/milos-teodosic-the-defeat-is-accepted-differently-in-the-nba/
https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/euroleague/a138408-teodosic-mene-je-uzasno-tesko-trenirati/
https://elpais.com/deportes/juegos-olimpicos/2024-07-27/rudy-fernandez-mi-legado-es-el-compromiso.html
https://as.com/baloncesto/2013/01/06/acb/1357430572_539886.html
https://as.com/baloncesto/2019/08/16/mundial_baloncesto/1565975975_723609.html
https://as.com/baloncesto/2019/07/25/mas_baloncesto/1564088501_964803.html
https://as.com/baloncesto/mas_baloncesto/la-seleccion-siempre-da-la-cara-n/
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23. Željko Obradović 

• Long-form conversation on Čačak, family influences, coaching children, reflective practice and the transition from player to 

head coach. Source: https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/500  

 

• Long-form interview on Partizan, Joventut, player development, European basketball and changes in the game. Source: 

https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/eurocup/20220202/1001744768/obradovic.html 

 

• Interview contrasting NBA and European basketball, including Obradović's view that every European game carries 

competitive importance. Source: https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/vielleicht-sind-seltsame-dinge-passiert-6814429.html 

 

• Comments on NBA Europe, EuroLeague, supporters and the need to protect distinctive features of European basketball. 

Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1827622/zeljko-obradovic-dejan-bodiroga-talk-nba-europe-

euroleague-final-four/ 

 

• EuroLeague Masterminds, March 2024. Obradović explains continuous learning, preparation, concentration, detail, tactical 

adaptation and maximizing the qualities of the team. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqVI2hovyDM 

 

• EuroLeague Masterminds, March 2024. Written coverage of Obradović’s coaching philosophy, adaptability, smart play and 

continuous improvement. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1649768/zeljko-obradovic-partizan-belgrade-

euroleague-masterminds-series/ 

24. Svetislav Pešić 

• Long-form interview on coaching philosophy, player roles, adaptation, youth development and Pešić's coaching formation. 

Source: https://ukts.rs/2021/4/27/svetislav-pesic-trener-je-tu-zbog-igraca/ 

 

• Interview on developing young players, mentoring coaches, domestic leagues and the structure of European club 

competition. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/serbia-red-star-head-coach-svetislav-pesic 

 

• Autobiographical account of developing Yugoslavia's 1980s junior generation, coaching formation and player 

development. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/on-that-court-on-old-mountain-i-actually-became-a-coach-

svetislav-pesics-my-game-my-way 

 

• NIN, October 2024. Pešić discusses basketball as part of life, developing players as people, mutual trust, team relationships 

and the limits of the coach-as-genius narrative. Source: https://www.nin.rs/english/news/60628/svetislav-pesic-for-nin-on-

changes-in-serbia 

 

• RTS, September 2023. Long-form interview on the process of building Serbia’s World Cup team, continuity, leadership and 

collective development. Source: https://www.rts.rs/lat/tv/rts1/5272162/oko-intervju-svetislav-pesic.html 

 

• RTS, December 2023. Pešić emphasizes process over results, developing players as people, collective fit and the importance 

of player decision-making. Source: https://www.rts.rs/lat/sport/kosarka/5333600/svetislav-pesic-kosarkaska-reprezentacija-

srbije-intervju-kosarka.html 

 

• EuroLeague Coaches Corner, October 2018. Pešić explains maintaining stable team concepts while adapting the game 

plan to players and opponents. Source: https://admin.euroleague.net/news/blogs/2018-2019/coaches-

corner/i/96wa3utq9wv7ubwg/the-game-plan-always-take-destiny-in-your-hands 

25. Ettore Messina 

• Long-form interview on NBA practice, team responsibility, strong personalities, shared organizational values and European-

American basketball differences. Source: https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/ettore-messina-der-abstand-der-nba-ist-

wieder-grosser-8124961.html 

 

• Profile with first-person material on Messina's international career, languages, early coaching and transition to the Spurs. 

Source: https://www.nba.com/spurs/exquisite-international-tongue 

 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/500
https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/eurocup/20220202/1001744768/obradovic.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/vielleicht-sind-seltsame-dinge-passiert-6814429.html
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1827622/zeljko-obradovic-dejan-bodiroga-talk-nba-europe-euroleague-final-four/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1827622/zeljko-obradovic-dejan-bodiroga-talk-nba-europe-euroleague-final-four/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqVI2hovyDM
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1649768/zeljko-obradovic-partizan-belgrade-euroleague-masterminds-series/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1649768/zeljko-obradovic-partizan-belgrade-euroleague-masterminds-series/
https://ukts.rs/2021/4/27/svetislav-pesic-trener-je-tu-zbog-igraca/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/serbia-red-star-head-coach-svetislav-pesic
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/on-that-court-on-old-mountain-i-actually-became-a-coach-svetislav-pesics-my-game-my-way
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/on-that-court-on-old-mountain-i-actually-became-a-coach-svetislav-pesics-my-game-my-way
https://www.nin.rs/english/news/60628/svetislav-pesic-for-nin-on-changes-in-serbia
https://www.nin.rs/english/news/60628/svetislav-pesic-for-nin-on-changes-in-serbia
https://www.rts.rs/lat/tv/rts1/5272162/oko-intervju-svetislav-pesic.html
https://www.rts.rs/lat/sport/kosarka/5333600/svetislav-pesic-kosarkaska-reprezentacija-srbije-intervju-kosarka.html
https://www.rts.rs/lat/sport/kosarka/5333600/svetislav-pesic-kosarkaska-reprezentacija-srbije-intervju-kosarka.html
https://admin.euroleague.net/news/blogs/2018-2019/coaches-corner/i/96wa3utq9wv7ubwg/the-game-plan-always-take-destiny-in-your-hands
https://admin.euroleague.net/news/blogs/2018-2019/coaches-corner/i/96wa3utq9wv7ubwg/the-game-plan-always-take-destiny-in-your-hands
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/ettore-messina-der-abstand-der-nba-ist-wieder-grosser-8124961.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/sport/ettore-messina-der-abstand-der-nba-ist-wieder-grosser-8124961.html
https://www.nba.com/spurs/exquisite-international-tongue
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• Long-form interview on coaching philosophy, NBA experience, EuroLeague governance, FIBA and fragmentation in 

European basketball. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1735515/ettore-messina-i-would-not-like-to-go-

back-to-2000-when-we-had-two-leagues/ 

 

• Eurohoops / BLOK po BLOK, 2020. Messina compares NBA and European coaching environments, workload, rotations, 

pressure and lessons from his Spurs experience. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1117823/ettore-

messina-in-the-nba-they-do-not-break-your-balls-like-they-do-in-europe/ 

 

• Hoop Genius Podcast coverage, January 2026. Messina discusses NBA Europe, EuroLeague, FIBA, domestic leagues, 

calendar congestion and the need for institutional agreement. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1919565/messina-on-european-basketball-nba-is-not-santa-claus-we-must-find-

an-agreement/ 

26. Sergio Scariolo 

• Long-form interview on Scariolo's coaching evolution, Spain, club and national-team work, leadership and basketball 

philosophy. Source: https://podcast.ausha.co/best-in-class-presented-by-turkish-airlines 

 

• Interview on progressive development, calculated risk, senior opportunities for young players and generational renewal. 

Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ebq-2025-scariolo-puts-trust-in-spains-next-generation-nature-doesnt-make-

jumps 

 

• Scariolo's approach to bridging limited club minutes and meaningful senior national-team experience for young players. 

Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-eurobasket-2025/news/next-big-thing-hugo-gonzalez-leading-spains-

next-generation 

 

• Interview on Spain's changing generation, team identity, future talent and Scariolo's intention to leave a structure that 

survives his departure. Source: https://www.rtve.es/deportes/20250826/scariolo-equipo-2022-pero-tenemos-armas-

diferentes-siempre-hemos-tenido/16707871.shtml 

 

• SKWEEK Best in Class, May 2025. Long-form interview on Scariolo’s coaching evolution, leadership, NBA experience, Europe-

NBA differences and generational change. Source: https://podcasts.apple.com/ag/podcast/swkeek/id1845353706 

 

• FIBA, February 2025. Scariolo explains progressive development, calculated risk and giving young players meaningful senior 

opportunities without accelerating them irresponsibly. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-eurobasket-2025-

qualifiers/news/ebq-2025-scariolo-puts-trust-in-spains-next-generation-nature-doesnt-make-jumps 

 

• FIBA, 2021. Scariolo discusses integrating younger players while maintaining competitiveness and continuity in Spain’s 

national-team program. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-european-qualifiers-news-

title-holders-spain-begin-a-new-journey-everybody-starts-from-zero 

27. Aíto García Reneses 

• easyCredit BBL / BIG, November 2017 Interview on decision-making, reading defenses, free play, individualized 

development, big-man formation and the need for training time. Source: https://easycredit-

bbl.de/de/n/news/2017/november/big-interview-aito-garcia-reneses 

 

• Long-form teaching discussion on technique, tactical understanding, player education and the development of intelligent 

basketball players. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/una-manana-con-aito-garcia-reneses-111596 

 

• Retrospective interview on coaching formation, tactical evolution, fundamentals, intellectual development and the effect 

of dense competition schedules. Source: https://elpais.com/deportes/baloncesto/2024-01-20/aito-garcia-reneses-soy-

entrenador-desde-que-naci.html 

 

• Long-form interview on choosing ALBA Berlin, developing young players and working within a club oriented toward 

progression rather than major signings. Source: https://www.talkbasket.net/58331-aito-garcia-reneses-on-talkbasket-a-

legendary-coach-a-little-bit-ahead-of-his-time-finds-vindication 

 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1735515/ettore-messina-i-would-not-like-to-go-back-to-2000-when-we-had-two-leagues/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1735515/ettore-messina-i-would-not-like-to-go-back-to-2000-when-we-had-two-leagues/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1117823/ettore-messina-in-the-nba-they-do-not-break-your-balls-like-they-do-in-europe/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1117823/ettore-messina-in-the-nba-they-do-not-break-your-balls-like-they-do-in-europe/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1919565/messina-on-european-basketball-nba-is-not-santa-claus-we-must-find-an-agreement/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1919565/messina-on-european-basketball-nba-is-not-santa-claus-we-must-find-an-agreement/
https://podcast.ausha.co/best-in-class-presented-by-turkish-airlines
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ebq-2025-scariolo-puts-trust-in-spains-next-generation-nature-doesnt-make-jumps
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/ebq-2025-scariolo-puts-trust-in-spains-next-generation-nature-doesnt-make-jumps
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-eurobasket-2025/news/next-big-thing-hugo-gonzalez-leading-spains-next-generation
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-eurobasket-2025/news/next-big-thing-hugo-gonzalez-leading-spains-next-generation
https://www.rtve.es/deportes/20250826/scariolo-equipo-2022-pero-tenemos-armas-diferentes-siempre-hemos-tenido/16707871.shtml
https://www.rtve.es/deportes/20250826/scariolo-equipo-2022-pero-tenemos-armas-diferentes-siempre-hemos-tenido/16707871.shtml
https://podcasts.apple.com/ag/podcast/swkeek/id1845353706
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-eurobasket-2025-qualifiers/news/ebq-2025-scariolo-puts-trust-in-spains-next-generation-nature-doesnt-make-jumps
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/events/fiba-eurobasket-2025-qualifiers/news/ebq-2025-scariolo-puts-trust-in-spains-next-generation-nature-doesnt-make-jumps
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-european-qualifiers-news-title-holders-spain-begin-a-new-journey-everybody-starts-from-zero
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-european-qualifiers-news-title-holders-spain-begin-a-new-journey-everybody-starts-from-zero
https://easycredit-bbl.de/de/n/news/2017/november/big-interview-aito-garcia-reneses
https://easycredit-bbl.de/de/n/news/2017/november/big-interview-aito-garcia-reneses
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/una-manana-con-aito-garcia-reneses-111596
https://elpais.com/deportes/baloncesto/2024-01-20/aito-garcia-reneses-soy-entrenador-desde-que-naci.html
https://elpais.com/deportes/baloncesto/2024-01-20/aito-garcia-reneses-soy-entrenador-desde-que-naci.html
https://www.talkbasket.net/58331-aito-garcia-reneses-on-talkbasket-a-legendary-coach-a-little-bit-ahead-of-his-time-finds-vindication
https://www.talkbasket.net/58331-aito-garcia-reneses-on-talkbasket-a-legendary-coach-a-little-bit-ahead-of-his-time-finds-vindication


 
 

16 
 

• Eurohoops TV, February 2020. Aíto defines coaching through continuous player improvement and discusses the risks of 

young Europeans moving to the NBA too early. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1028721/reneses-on-

developing-players-career-highs-and-lows/ 

 

• Público, 2016. Long-form interview on teaching, intelligent players, youth formation and basketball as a setting for teamwork 

and personal development. Source: https://www.publico.es/deportes/aito-garcia-reneses-nunez-barcelona-era-

barcelona-partido-politico.html 

 

• El País, February 2016. Aíto discusses teaching technique and behavior, player improvement, competition and the role of 

coaches across youth and senior basketball. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/2016/02/19/actualidad/1455917222_262393.html 

28. Bogdan Tanjević 

• Interview on youth development, domestic players, NCAA migration, technical development, club identity and European 

competition. Source: https://basketballsphere.com/en/bogdan-tanjevic-crvena-zvezdas-strength-lies-in-their-domestic-

players-but-in-terms-of-talent-i-would-rather-choose-to-coach-partizan/ 

 

• Long-form interview on Sarajevo, coaching formation, accumulated basketball knowledge and Tanjević's emphasis on 

intensity. Source: https://vreme.com/en/vreme/zivot-je-sjajna-zajebancija/ 

 

• Career profile with Tanjević's direct account of building Bosna from the Yugoslav second division into European champion 

through internal development. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/2019-class-of-fiba-hall-of-fame-bogdan-

tanjevic 

 

• B92, September 2007. Tanjević argues that young players need genuine senior responsibility and contrasts modern 

development with earlier Yugoslav practice. Source: https://b92.tv/svi-komentari/262873 

 

• Vreme, June 2012. Long-form interview on Sarajevo, basketball formation, accumulated coaching knowledge and 

Tanjević’s emphasis on intensity. Source: https://vreme.com/en/vreme/zivot-je-sjajna-zajebancija-2/ 

 

• Eurohoops, March 2018. Tanjević discusses the EuroLeague-FIBA conflict, domestic championships, national-team structures 

and European competition governance. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/641992/bogdan-tanjevic-

euroleague-maybe-tell-us-hand-shoot/ 

29. Pablo Laso 

• Interview on recognizable team identity, supporter identification, veteran leadership, club DNA and collective strength. 

Source: https://elpais.com/deportes/2018/01/31/actualidad/1517424989_479379.html 

 

• Long-form interview on daily commitment, future orientation, institutional growth, competitive identity and building club 

history. Source: https://fcbayern.com/basketball/en/news/2023-24/10/laso-interview-eng 

 

• Interview on Luka Dončić's development, earned playing time, basketball understanding and the demands of European 

competition. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/2016/11/22/acb/1479769279_426181.html 

 

• EuroLeague The Crossover. Laso discusses his playing and coaching journey, Real Madrid, supporters, recognition and the 

meaning of building a team people identify with. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/360 

 

• EuroLeague, May 2018. Laso discusses team reinvention, Luka Dončić’s gradual increase in responsibility, academy 

development and treating young players as full team members. Source: 

https://admin.euroleague.net/news/interviews/euroleague-2017-18/i/8rmt3yn5nm9kedpf/coach-pablo-laso-real-madrid-

we-had-to-reinvent-ourselves 

 

• EuroLeague Masterminds, April 2024. Laso explains transition offense, creating advantages, team identity and how tactical 

principles are connected to player qualities. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmSoeG0MRsY 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1028721/reneses-on-developing-players-career-highs-and-lows/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1028721/reneses-on-developing-players-career-highs-and-lows/
https://www.publico.es/deportes/aito-garcia-reneses-nunez-barcelona-era-barcelona-partido-politico.html
https://www.publico.es/deportes/aito-garcia-reneses-nunez-barcelona-era-barcelona-partido-politico.html
https://elpais.com/deportes/2016/02/19/actualidad/1455917222_262393.html
https://basketballsphere.com/en/bogdan-tanjevic-crvena-zvezdas-strength-lies-in-their-domestic-players-but-in-terms-of-talent-i-would-rather-choose-to-coach-partizan/
https://basketballsphere.com/en/bogdan-tanjevic-crvena-zvezdas-strength-lies-in-their-domestic-players-but-in-terms-of-talent-i-would-rather-choose-to-coach-partizan/
https://vreme.com/en/vreme/zivot-je-sjajna-zajebancija/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/2019-class-of-fiba-hall-of-fame-bogdan-tanjevic
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/2019-class-of-fiba-hall-of-fame-bogdan-tanjevic
https://b92.tv/svi-komentari/262873
https://vreme.com/en/vreme/zivot-je-sjajna-zajebancija-2/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/641992/bogdan-tanjevic-euroleague-maybe-tell-us-hand-shoot/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/641992/bogdan-tanjevic-euroleague-maybe-tell-us-hand-shoot/
https://elpais.com/deportes/2018/01/31/actualidad/1517424989_479379.html
https://fcbayern.com/basketball/en/news/2023-24/10/laso-interview-eng
https://as.com/baloncesto/2016/11/22/acb/1479769279_426181.html
https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/360
https://admin.euroleague.net/news/interviews/euroleague-2017-18/i/8rmt3yn5nm9kedpf/coach-pablo-laso-real-madrid-we-had-to-reinvent-ourselves
https://admin.euroleague.net/news/interviews/euroleague-2017-18/i/8rmt3yn5nm9kedpf/coach-pablo-laso-real-madrid-we-had-to-reinvent-ourselves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmSoeG0MRsY
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30. Ergin Ataman 

• Long-form interview on player freedom, recruitment, character, team fit, NBA ambition and Ataman's coaching approach 

after winning the EuroLeague with Panathinaikos. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/ergin-ataman-si-la-nba-quiere-un-

tecnico-estrella-de-europa-aqui-estoy-n/ 

 

• Long-form interview on building Anadolu Efes, personality-based recruitment, team chemistry, competitive mentality and 

integrating Shane Larkin. Source: https://www.gigantes.com/revista/ergin-ataman-el-joker-de-la-euroliga/ 

 

• Interview on Ataman's coaching career, Anadolu Efes, European basketball culture, NBA Europe, Serbian basketball and 

the relationship between leadership, clubs and supporters. Source: https://www.gazzetta.it/Eurolega/11-12-2025/basket-

intervista-ad-ataman-panathinaikos-l-italia-l-eurolega-nba-europe-e-messina.shtml 

 

• Long-form interview on Panathinaikos roster construction, club ambition, recruitment and the competitive objectives of the 

new project. Source: https://www.sportal.gr/synenteykseis/article/apolaystikos-ergkin-ataman-sto-sportal-gia-to-7o-asteri-

ton-giannakopoylo-to-mystiko-toy-thn-ataka-ston-sloyka-kai-thn-ekstra-metagrafh-2023092717420782434 

 

• Coaching discussion on balancing playbook structure with player freedom, practice time, meetings, spacing and tactical 

teaching. Source: https://umityanar.blogspot.com/2023/01/euroleague-euroleagueden-dazn-ergin.html 

 

• Pre-Final Four comments on adapting to injuries, collective responsibility, roster decisions and maintaining team focus under 

changing personnel conditions. Source: https://www.paobc.gr/en/ataman-na-palepsoume-gia-na-ftasoume-ston-titlo/ 

 

• Feature containing Ataman's views on NBA involvement in Europe, marketing potential and the risks of creating a separate 

rival competition. Source: https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2025/may/29/nba-europe-plans-basketball 

31. Josean Querejeta 

• Interview on Baskonia's organizational model, local revenue, youth development, league structure, professionalization and 

competition formats. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/entrevista-a-josean-querejeta-3913 

 

• Interview on Baskonia's player discovery, development, transfer and reinvestment model and the economics of sustaining 

competitive growth. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/entrevista-a-josean-querejeta-en-305-marca-del-basket-9908 

 

• Statement on EuroLeague stability, project consolidation, competitive quality and access for new clubs and markets. 

Source: https://www.acb.com/articulo/ver/52051 

 

• Season review addressing Baskonia's resource disadvantage relative to football-backed clubs and the need to 

compensate through work and decision-making. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/josean-querejeta-debemos-

trabajar-y-acertar-mas-para-competir-99602 

32. David Blatt 

• Retrospective interview on coaching across countries, Maccabi, Russia, the NBA, player development and Blatt's coaching 

philosophy. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/1053019/david-blatt-i-am-writing-a-book/ 

 

• Interview on Darüşşafaka's EuroLeague playoff qualification, playing style and the relationship between competitive 

objectives and player management. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/430268/david-blatt-nba-fans-

respected/ 

 

• Interview on Blatt's playing and coaching background, Russia and preparation for the 2010 FIBA World Championship. 

Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/rus-blatt-i-am-very-disappointed-with-those-players 

 

• Post-EuroBasket 2007 audiovisual interview following Russia's championship victory over Spain. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/rus-backstage-interview-with-david-blatt-and-jr-holden-video 

33. Vincent Collet 

• Interview on managing France's senior national team, working with NBA players, player responsibility and coaching 

authority. Source: https://www.leparisien.fr/sports/cette-equipe-est-la-leur-31-08-2013-3094905.php 

https://as.com/baloncesto/ergin-ataman-si-la-nba-quiere-un-tecnico-estrella-de-europa-aqui-estoy-n/
https://as.com/baloncesto/ergin-ataman-si-la-nba-quiere-un-tecnico-estrella-de-europa-aqui-estoy-n/
https://www.gigantes.com/revista/ergin-ataman-el-joker-de-la-euroliga/
https://www.gazzetta.it/Eurolega/11-12-2025/basket-intervista-ad-ataman-panathinaikos-l-italia-l-eurolega-nba-europe-e-messina.shtml
https://www.gazzetta.it/Eurolega/11-12-2025/basket-intervista-ad-ataman-panathinaikos-l-italia-l-eurolega-nba-europe-e-messina.shtml
https://www.sportal.gr/synenteykseis/article/apolaystikos-ergkin-ataman-sto-sportal-gia-to-7o-asteri-ton-giannakopoylo-to-mystiko-toy-thn-ataka-ston-sloyka-kai-thn-ekstra-metagrafh-2023092717420782434
https://www.sportal.gr/synenteykseis/article/apolaystikos-ergkin-ataman-sto-sportal-gia-to-7o-asteri-ton-giannakopoylo-to-mystiko-toy-thn-ataka-ston-sloyka-kai-thn-ekstra-metagrafh-2023092717420782434
https://umityanar.blogspot.com/2023/01/euroleague-euroleagueden-dazn-ergin.html
https://www.paobc.gr/en/ataman-na-palepsoume-gia-na-ftasoume-ston-titlo/
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2025/may/29/nba-europe-plans-basketball
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/entrevista-a-josean-querejeta-3913
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/entrevista-a-josean-querejeta-en-305-marca-del-basket-9908
https://www.acb.com/articulo/ver/52051
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/josean-querejeta-debemos-trabajar-y-acertar-mas-para-competir-99602
https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/josean-querejeta-debemos-trabajar-y-acertar-mas-para-competir-99602
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/1053019/david-blatt-i-am-writing-a-book/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/430268/david-blatt-nba-fans-respected/
https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/430268/david-blatt-nba-fans-respected/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/rus-blatt-i-am-very-disappointed-with-those-players
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/rus-backstage-interview-with-david-blatt-and-jr-holden-video
https://www.leparisien.fr/sports/cette-equipe-est-la-leur-31-08-2013-3094905.php
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• Audiovisual interview from Collet's Le Mans period covering EuroLeague competition, NBA exposure and the development 

of Nicolas Batum. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/fra-backstage-interview-with-vincent-collet-video 

 

• Retrospective on fifteen years with the French national team and Collet's transition toward technical and knowledge-

transfer responsibilities. Source: https://www.ffbb.com/actualites/vincent-collet-perenniser-tout-en-continuant-a-grandir 

 

• Interview on Olympic roster construction, defensive identity, role fit, complementarity and adapting individual players to the 

intended team identity. Source: https://www.ffbb.com/actualites/vincent-collet-etre-productif-sans-aucun-etat-dame 

34. Maurizio Gherardini 

• Long-form interview on Treviso, Fenerbahçe, Italian basketball, legacy, NBA involvement and the European basketball 

landscape. Source: https://www.gigantes.com/mas-basket/entrevista-maurizio-gherardini-lega-nba/ 

 

• Audio interview on Gherardini's European management career, Toronto Raptors work and contribution to basketball 

development in Canada. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/one-on-one-with-maurizio-gherardini-audio 

 

• Future Stars Basketball, July 2019. Long-form interview on youth development, organizational sustainability, Fenerbahçe, 

global competition and stronger basketball structures. Source: https://futurestars.eu/2019/07/21/sporting-management-

icon-maurizio-gherardini-on-the-challenges-of-modern-basketball/ 

 

• EuroLeague The Crossover GM panel, 2021. Gherardini joins Stavropoulos and Motiejūnas to discuss personnel decisions, 

hiring coaches, player support and executive adaptation. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/1560 

35. Marko Pešić 

• Retrospective interview on FC Bayern Basketball's organizational development, identity, infrastructure, trust and the growth 

of basketball in Munich. Source: https://fcbayern.com/basketball/en/news/2025-26/12/marko-pesic-magazin-51 

 

• Interview on FC Bayern's long-term sporting development, European ambition and organizational approach. Source: 

https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2019-20/08/pesic-interview-teil-1 

 

• Interview on sport during the pandemic, youth basketball, team sport and the organizational role of professional clubs. 

Source: https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2020-2021/11/medien-interview_pesic 

 

• Long-form podcast interview on EuroLeague expansion, financial sustainability and the impact of NCAA recruitment on 

European youth development. Source: https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2024-25/06/open-court-live-mit-marko-

pesic 

36. Marco Baldi 

• Interview on ALBA's youth program, social role, resource allocation, education and integration of academy players into 

elite basketball. Source: https://www.albaberlin.de/news/details/unser-jugendprogramm-ermoeglicht-uns-auf-hoechstem-

niveau-konkurrenzfaehig-zu-sein 

 

• Radio interview on ALBA as a social actor, school and grassroots basketball, professional youth coaching and sustainable 

participation. Source: https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/alba-berlin-jugendfoerderung-fuer-den-verein-und-die-100.html 

 

• Interview after ALBA's championship on club identity, culture, academy graduates, continuity, infrastructure and European 

competition. Source: https://www.rbb24.de/sport/beitrag/2026/06/basketball-bundesliga-bbl-alba-berlin-interview-marco-

baldi-meister-nba-europe-halle.html 

 

• Interview on European basketball structure, sporting qualification, sustainability, NBA/FIBA cooperation and club 

infrastructure. Source: https://www.albaberlin.de/news/details/die-zukunft-des-europaeischen-basketballs-muss-eine-

andere-sein-dr-axel-schweitzer-und-marco-baldi-im-interview 

 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/fra-backstage-interview-with-vincent-collet-video
https://www.ffbb.com/actualites/vincent-collet-perenniser-tout-en-continuant-a-grandir
https://www.ffbb.com/actualites/vincent-collet-etre-productif-sans-aucun-etat-dame
https://www.gigantes.com/mas-basket/entrevista-maurizio-gherardini-lega-nba/
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/one-on-one-with-maurizio-gherardini-audio
https://futurestars.eu/2019/07/21/sporting-management-icon-maurizio-gherardini-on-the-challenges-of-modern-basketball/
https://futurestars.eu/2019/07/21/sporting-management-icon-maurizio-gherardini-on-the-challenges-of-modern-basketball/
https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/1560
https://fcbayern.com/basketball/en/news/2025-26/12/marko-pesic-magazin-51
https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2019-20/08/pesic-interview-teil-1
https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2020-2021/11/medien-interview_pesic
https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2024-25/06/open-court-live-mit-marko-pesic
https://fcbayern.com/basketball/de/news/2024-25/06/open-court-live-mit-marko-pesic
https://www.albaberlin.de/news/details/unser-jugendprogramm-ermoeglicht-uns-auf-hoechstem-niveau-konkurrenzfaehig-zu-sein
https://www.albaberlin.de/news/details/unser-jugendprogramm-ermoeglicht-uns-auf-hoechstem-niveau-konkurrenzfaehig-zu-sein
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• Retrospective on the 1995 Korać Cup, organizational growth, the title's impact on Berlin and subsequent institution building. 

Source: https://www.albaberlin.de/news/details/da-ging-ein-ruck-durch-die-stadt-marco-baldi-ueber-albas-korac-cup-sieg-

vor-30-jahren 

 

• Long-form interview on ALBA's business model, German basketball, supporter growth, school basketball and European 

competition. Source: https://basketball.realgm.com/analysis/234313/Interview-Marco-Baldi-Of-Alba-Berlin 

 

• Retrospective on ALBA Berlin's early institutional phase, initial lack of infrastructure and the development of the club 

organization. Source: https://www.alba.info/en/our-company/sustainability-engagement/alba-berlin/interview-with-marco-

baldi/ 

37. Christos Stavropoulos 

• Interview on recruitment, human qualities, team life, learning from defeat, Messina's role and executive responsibility at 

Olimpia Milano. Source: https://www.corriere.it/sport/21_maggio_25/stavropoulos-l-olimpia-milano-ora-attrae-campioni-

merito-messina-6ff3a4b2-bd86-11eb-b697-2f07a77e389d_amp.html 

 

• Interview on recruiting players suited to club culture, information gathering, role acceptance and supporting the head 

coach. Source: https://realolimpiamilano.com/2021/03/09/christos-stavropoulos-intervista-tuttosport-9321/ 

 

• EuroLeague The Crossover GM panel, April 2021. Stavropoulos discusses building culture and legacy, executive philosophy, 

recruitment and personnel decisions. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/1560 

 

• Olimpia Milano / The Crossover, April 2021. Stavropoulos describes culture, legacy, collective work and translating ownership 

values into daily basketball operations. Source: https://realolimpiamilano.com/2021/04/15/christos-stavropoulos-costruire-

una-cultura-e-uneredita-questa-la-nostra-missione-in-olimpia-milano/ 

38. Alper Yılmaz 

• Interview on Anadolu Efes's budget, coaching selection, roster construction and season planning. Source: 

https://basketdergisi.com/alper-yilmazdan-gundeme-dair-aciklamalar.html 

 

• Institutional event on Anadolu Efes management and sports marketing with Alper Yılmaz as the club's general director. 

Source: https://www.anadolu.edu.tr/etkinlikler/anadolu-efes-spor-kulubu-sohbeti-teoride-ve-pratikte-spor-yonetimi-ve-

1486478983 

 

• Championship interview on Shane Larkin's adaptation, team construction, player ambitions and the competitive 

environment around Anadolu Efes. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/tr/euroleague-tr/1214644/alper-yilmaz-vasilije-micic-

ve-shane-larkin-nbade-oynamak-istiyor/ 

 

• Post-championship interview framing Anadolu Efes's EuroLeague title in relation to the club, supporters and Turkish 

basketball. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/tr/euroleague-tr/1348895/alper-yilmaz-bu-sampiyonluk-sadece-anadolu-

efese-degil-turk-halkina-da-ait/ 

 

• Video interview on coaching change, Erdem Can's appointment and Anadolu Efes's sporting planning. Source: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dozAWrit1FI 

 

• Official appointment of Yılmaz as sporting director responsible for league and national-team sporting management. Source: 

https://www.tbf.org.tr/haber/alper-yilmaz-turkiye-basketbol-federasyonu-sportif-direktoru-oldu-2024-11-15 

 

• Official youth national-team planning material covering coordinated age-group preparation and player-development 

processes. Source: https://www.tbf.org.tr/haber/altyapi-milli-takimlar-planlama-toplantisi-gerceklestirildi-2025-11-09 

 

• Statement on U15 national-team camps, broad player-pool observation and increasing match experience through youth-

league windows. Source: https://www.tbf.org.tr/ligler/tbl-2025-2026/haber/15-yas-alti-yildiz-kiz-milli-takimimiz-kampa-giriyor-

2025-12-16 
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39. Luigi Lamonica 

• Interview on referee recruitment, regional progression, instructor feedback, quality standards and involving former players in 

officiating. Source: https://cia.fip.it/lamonica-reclutamento-attenzione-alla-qualita-adesso-e-agli-ex-giocatori/ 

 

• Official appointment of Lamonica as Commissioner of the Italian refereeing sector with responsibility for technical and 

organizational development. Source: https://fip.it/consiglio-federale-straordinario-luigi-lamonica-commissioner-settore-

arbitrale/ 

 

• Long-form interview on Lamonica's pathway into refereeing, preparation, mistakes, mental pressure and elite officiating. 

Source: https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/11496 

 

• Associazione Italiana Arbitri, 2013. Lamonica discusses his playing background, anticipating player behavior, interpreting 

contact, mistakes and understanding basketball beyond the rulebook. Source: https://www.aia-

figc.it/download/10_05_2013l%27%27arbitro2.13.pdf 

 

• FIP Yearbook 2023. Lamonica discusses referee recruitment, athletic preparation, retention, technology and reducing errors 

in decisive moments. Source: https://fip.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/FIP-YEARBOOK-2023-WEB.pdf 

 

• Lega Nazionale Pallacanestro retrospective interview. Lamonica discusses his path into refereeing, decision-making, 

mistakes and interpreting a fast contact sport. Source: https://www.legapallacanestro.com/50%C2%B0-cestistica-

citt%C3%A0-di-san-severo-premiato-larbitro-internazionale-luigi-lamonica 

40. Juan Carlos Arteaga 

• Long-form interview on Arteaga's playing and refereeing background, game management, rule changes, communication, 

pressure and relationships with players and coaches. Source: https://www.libertaddigital.com/deportes/baloncesto/2018-

03-13/juan-carlos-arteaga-repasa-en-ld-su-exitosa-carrera-arbitral-y-su-polemica-salida-de-la-acb-1276615345/amp.html 

 

• Retrospective interview marking 500 ACB games, covering Arteaga's path from player to referee, coaching experience, 

pressure and understanding players. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/juan-carlos-arteaga-cumple-500-partidos-

pitados-en-la-acb-23808 

 

• FEB institutional material on international referee selection. Arteaga’s World Championship appointment is presented within 

the broader development and international standing of Spanish refereeing. Source: 

https://www.feb.es/Documentos/Archivo/pdf/prensa/digitales/AFD01.pdf 

41. Paulius Motiejūnas 

• Long-form conversation on Žalgiris culture and tradition, management decisions, sports psychology, recruitment and 

Motiejūnas's EuroLeague vision. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jr7Y1iqR_4 

 

• Interview on EuroLeague club licensing, Dubai, scheduling, financial regulation, officiating and competition priorities. 

Source: https://basketnewstalks.podbean.com/ 

 

• Press-conference coverage on EuroLeague expansion, ownership discussions and Final Four format. Source: 

https://www.basketnews.lt/news-225072-p-motiejunas-apie-eurolygos-pletra-neivykusi-akciju-pardavima-ir-finalo-ketverto-

pokyti.html 

 

• Interview from Motiejūnas's Žalgiris period on EuroLeague governance, club unity and the competition's institutional crisis. 

Source: https://realolimpiamilano.com/2022/04/15/paulius-motiejunas-intervista-basketnews/ 

 

• LRT, June 2023. Motiejūnas discusses leaving Žalgiris for EuroLeague leadership, club culture, governance priorities and 

institutional transition. Source: https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/sportas/10/2016824/prie-eurolygos-vairo-stosiantis-motiejunas-

apie-pasitraukima-nuo-zalgirio-ir-svarbiausius-klausimus-europoje 

 

• AS, May 2024. Long-form interview on EuroLeague ownership, governance, communication, NBA discussions, competition 

format and growth strategy. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/euroliga/motiejunas-estamos-en-negociaciones-con-la-

nba-n/ 
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• Reuters, April 2025. Motiejūnas argues for preserving the distinctive spirit of European basketball while responding to 

prospective NBA involvement. Source: https://www.boursorama.com/actualite-economique/actualites/le-patron-de-l-

euroligue-veut-preserver-l-ame-du-basket-europeen-face-a-la-nba-8319e617bdb302b1205b0893e1ab9f6d 

 

• BasketNews Talks, January 2024. Motiejūnas discusses licenses, Dubai, scheduling, financial regulation, officiating and efforts 

to unify EuroLeague clubs. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GEIzzpDXbw 

42. Zoran Savić 

• Interview on Partizan roster reconstruction, player character, team fit, physical demands and EuroLeague competitiveness. 

Source: https://basketnews.com/news-210875-zoran-savicwe-are-more-powerful-and-more-hungry-now.html 

 

• Long-form interview on Partizan management, executive-coach relationships and institutional decision-making. Source: 

https://sportklub.rs/kosarka/euroleague/zoran-savic-za-sk-ostoja-mijailovic-nije-stao-iza-zeljka-obradovica/ 

 

• Basket Europe / Sportske novosti, September 2021. Savić discusses Partizan, Željko Obradović and the difficulties of moving 

young players into senior basketball. Source: https://www.basketeurope.com/zoran-savic-directeur-sportif-du-partizan-

belgrade-un-enthousiasme-sans-precedent-sest-cree-dans-et-autour-du-club/ 

 

• Mozzart Sport, July 2023. Long-form interview on Partizan supporter culture, roster continuity, rivalry, talent-market pressures 

and institutional responsibility. Source: https://www.mozzartsport.com/ko%C5%A1arka/vesti/intervju-zoran-savic-podela-je-

bilo-i-pre-mirotica-ovo-je-sport-a-mi-sve-gledamo-kao-borbu-na-zivot-i-smrt/457776 

 

• Mozzart Sport, August 2024. Savić discusses roster reconstruction, organizational decision-making, competitiveness, youth 

and the sporting direction of Partizan. Source: https://www.mozzartsport.com/kosarka/vesti/intervju-zoran-savic-odluku-o-

rezovima-doneta-jos-prosle-sezone-sada-smo-defanzivno-mocniji-gladniji-i-borbeniji/490259 

43. Ilija Belošević 

• Interview on Belošević's transition from player to referee, referee development, preparation, technology, communication 

and European officiating culture. Source: https://www.vice.com/sr/article/ilija-belosevic-za-vice-ipak-je-najteze-suditi-veciti-

derbi/ 

 

• Interview on officiating in EuroLeague and Serbian basketball, domestic pressure and the competitive environment 

surrounding referees. Source: https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/ovde-je-svaki-mec-na-zivot-ili-smrt/ 

 

• Material on referee and coach education, scouting, mutual understanding and knowledge exchange between basketball 

roles. Source: https://kls.rs/sudijska-sportska-i-ljudska-velicina-ilija-belosevic/ 

 

• Referee body-camera footage from the Panathinaikos–Fenerbahçe Final Four semifinal showing live communication and 

game management. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSoXpBwbtyg 

44. Recep Ankaralı 

• Long-form interview as MHK president on professional refereeing, training, performance evaluation, psychology, 

communication and referee-system development. Source: https://www.ribaunddergi.com/turkiye-de-her-evde-bir-hakem-

bir-de-antrenor-var/13461/ 

 

• Basket Dergisi / Hürriyet, July 2016. Retirement interview on his 27-year refereeing career, transition to referee leadership and 

the importance of transferring accumulated knowledge. Source: https://basketdergisi.com/recep-ankarali-hakemligi-

neden-biraktigini-hurriyete-anlatti.html 

 

• Türkiye Basketbol Federasyonu, January 2017. Ankaralı explains the referee-education project, the need to train instructors 

and the creation of a common training manual. Source: https://tbf.org.tr/haber/mesleki-egitim-alaninda-stratejik-ortakliklar-

konf 
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• Türkiye Basketbol Federasyonu, December 2016. Institutional account of the transnational referee-education project with 

Germany, France and Italy and its selection as a best-practice initiative. Source: https://tbf.org.tr/haber/hakem-egitim-

projesi-en-i-yi-uygulama-ornegi-olara 

 

• Türkiye Basketbol Federasyonu. Project archive for the EU-supported referee education initiative, including documentation, 

partner federations and training outputs. Source: https://tbf.org.tr/ab-hakem-egitim-projesi/230 

 

• Basket Dergisi / Hürriyet, August 2019. Ankaralı discusses professional refereeing, international representation and 

development objectives for Turkish officials. Source: https://basketdergisi.com/recep-ankarali-hakemlerimiz-avrupanin-en-

iyileri-fatih-sabovic.html 

45. Borys Ryzhyk 

• Long-form career interview on Ryzhyk's early entry into refereeing, Olympic experience, neutrality, pressure, teaching and 

development of younger referees. Source: https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-sports/2442536-boris-rizik-basketbolnij-arbitr-

fiba.html 

 

• Interview on the EuroCup final, derby pressure, neutrality, error consequence and Ryzhyk's view of the referee as a game 

manager. Source: https://fbu.ua/news/boris-rizhik-suddya-ce-menedzher 

 

• BasketballUA, May 2023. Extensive post-Final Four interview on elite officiating, preparation, player and coach 

communication, supporter pressure and EuroLeague versus NBA competition culture. Source: 

https://www.basketballua.com/europe/yevroliga/borys-ryzhyk-pro-robotu-suddiv-yaku-my-ne-bachymo-pro-skladnyh-

gravcziv-pro-kajf-i-drajv-na-igrah-partyzana/ 

 

• Federation of Basketball of Ukraine, February 2016. Ryzhyk discusses referee physical and theoretical testing, standards, error 

reduction and the distinction between mistakes and bias. Source: https://fbu.ua/news/boris-rizhik-golovne-shchob-suddivski-

pomilki-ne-buli-uperedzhenimi 

 

• Sport.ua / Federation of Basketball of Ukraine, October 2012. Ryzhyk reflects on officiating a Boston Celtics exhibition, 

adapting to hybrid rules and comparing European and NBA officiating. Source: https://sport.ua/news/169023-boris-ryzhik-

vpervye-v-zhizni-sudil-komandu-nba 

 

• Tribuna Ukraine, May 2023. Direct comments contrasting EuroLeague competitive consequence with the NBA regular 

season and explaining the meaning of “Every game matters.” Source: https://ua.tribuna.com/basketball/1000000069947-

boris-ryzhik-lozung-evroligi-kazhdaya-igra-imeet-znachen/ 

46. Jordi Bertomeu 

• Post-tenure interview on NBA Europe, European basketball culture, supporters, club economics, competition identity and 

the European basketball map. Source: https://elpais.com/deportes/baloncesto/2026-01-30/jordi-bertomeu-la-nba-puede-

ayudar-a-la-euroliga-a-crecer-pero-no-debe-canibalizarla.html 

 

• Interview reflecting on fifteen years of EuroLeague development, collective club governance, FIBA relations and 

competition economics. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/2015/05/06/euroliga/1430877770_651445.html 

 

• Early-tenure interview on the creation of the EuroLeague, club self-governance, Final Four strategy and the objective of 

building a genuine pan-European league. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2001/07/14/mas_baloncesto/995061605_850215.html 

 

• Basket Europe, October 2022. Post-departure interview on EuroLeague’s evolution from locally oriented club participation 

into a collectively governed competition with its own identity. Source: https://www.basketeurope.com/jordi-bertomeu-ex-

pdg-de-leuroleague-nous-avons-rendu-le-basket-ball-mondial/ 

 

• Gigantes, 2016. Bertomeu discusses the move to a 16-team EuroLeague, sporting opportunity for ambitious clubs and the 

balance between quality, access and stability. Source: https://www.gigantes.com/euroliga/bertomeu-a-los-que-estan-

fuera-de-la-nueva-euroliga-nunca-sera-una-liga-cerrada/ 
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• AS, May 2016. Final Four interview on competitive renewal, Baskonia as a club model, knowledgeable supporters and the 

transition toward a true pan-European league. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2016/05/12/euroliga/1463081628_300219.html 

 

• Eurohoops / Mozzart Sport, January 2023. Bertomeu reflects on Partizan and Crvena zvezda, long-term licences, calendar 

design and early movement of young European players to the NBA. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1449976/bertomeu-giving-longterm-licences-to-partizan-and-crvena-zvezda-

was-in-my-plans/ 

 

• Corriere della Sera, April 2025. Post-leadership interview on NBA Europe, EuroLeague unity, supporters, Final Four location 

and risks of commercially driven structural change. Source: https://www.corriere.it/sport/25_aprile_16/jordi-bertomeu-

intervista-nba-europa-c51dab49-3a32-4c4c-ba17-e65a0102bxlk.shtml 

 

• BallinEurope, May 2008. Mid-tenure interview on Final Four format, event strategy, media value, calendars and the trade-off 

between sporting optimization and competition identity. Source: https://www.ballineurope.com/euroleague-final-four-a-

halftime-with-jordi-bertomeu-part2/ 

47. Eduardo Portela 

• Gigantes del Basket interview reproduced in full by ACB, “La ACB no nació para vivir encorsetada.” Sirect analytical source 

for the case. Portela reflects on the creation of the ACB, club independence, professionalization, competitive balance, 

supporters, television, arenas, the national team, historic clubs lost through. Source: 

https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/eduardo-portela-la-acb-no-nacio-para-vivir-encorsetada-18842 

 

• ACB, Daniel Barranquero, “Eduardo Portela: Un hijo llamado baloncesto”, 13 May 2022. Extensive biographical 

reconstruction covering Portela's playing, coaching, teaching, Barcelona management and ACB career. Source: 

https://www.acb.com/es/liga/noticias/eduardo-portela-un-hijo-llamado-baloncesto-135880 

 

• ACB, Portela speech at the 25th anniversary of the league, 2007. primary institutional source. Source: 

https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/eduardo-portela-la-acb-es-una-liga-de-referencia-en-el-mundo-del-deporte-36437 

 

• Europa Press interview, 25 September 2007. Portela discusses the transformation of Spanish professional competition, the 

relationship between the ACB and Spanish national-team success, professional club structures and the competitive strength 

of the league. Source: https://www.europapress.es/deportes/baloncesto-00163/noticia-baloncesto-portela-acb-dado-

salto-extraordinario-modelo-competicion-20070925155422.html 

 

• AS, Tomás Guasch, interview with Portela, 5 February 2006. More personal than institutional. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2006/02/05/mas_baloncesto/1139135744_850215.html 

 

• AS reporting on Portela's 2009 call for greater professional-league autonomy. counterevidence to any overly harmonious 

interpretation of Interdependence. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/2009/12/22/mas_baloncesto/1261478144_850215.html 

 

• ACB historical obituary and institutional retrospective, June 2026. Confirms Portela's roles as coach, sporting executive, 

central ACB founder and president from 1990 to 2013, as well as cofounder and president of ULEB. Source: 

https://www.acb.com/es/liga/noticias/fallece-eduardo-portela-el-hombre-de-la-acb-145321 

 

• ACB presidential re-election statement, March 2010. Portela describes his objective as continuing to grow the ACB as a 

professional structure through collective club collaboration. Source: https://acb.com/es/liga/noticias/eduardo-portela-

reelegido-presidente-de-la-acb-53926 

48. Andreas Zagklis 

• FIBA official profile of Andreas Zagklis, updated through 2026. This is the core biographical source. Source: 

https://about.fiba.basketball/en/organization/structure/secretary-general 

 

• FIBA Central Board announcement of Zagklis as Secretary General, December 2018. because it captures his institutional 

philosophy at the very beginning of his tenure. Source: https://about.fiba.basketball/en/news/fiba-central-board-appoints-

andreas-zagklis-as-secretary-general 
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• FIBA PLUS national federation development materials, 2020 onward, including Guam, Cape Verde and Trinidad and 

Tobago. Zagklis repeatedly describes national federations as the foundation of the basketball family and key drivers of 

development in each country. Source: https://about.fiba.basketball/en/programs/fiba-plus 

 

• FIBA Europe General Assembly, Sarajevo 2021. Zagklis emphasizes empowering national federations, improving FIBA's 

credibility and increasing service to leagues, clubs and players. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/fiba-europe-

general-assembly-2021-convenes-in-sarajevo 

 

• Eurohoops, December 2024. Zagklis discusses potential NBA expansion in Europe and stresses protection of national teams, 

national leagues and Europe’s broad club ecosystem. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fiba/1754812/andreas-

zagklis-talks-nba-expansion-in-europe-fiba/ 

 

• FIBA/NBA, March 2025. Joint announcement on exploring a new professional league in Europe, including development 

support for clubs, academies, players, coaches and referees. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/nba-and-fiba-

to-move-forward-on-exploration-of-new-professional-mens-basketball-league-in-europe 

 

• Eurohoops, July 2025. Interview at the FIBA U19 World Cup on NBA Europe discussions, EuroLeague expansion, calendars, 

player welfare and institutional coordination. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1845603/andreas-zagklis-

fiba-secretary-general-u19-world-cup-interview/ 

 

• Eurohoops, July 2025. Second U19 World Cup interview on club movement between European competitions, domestic 

leagues and youth competition development. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1845679/andreas-

zagklis-fiba-secretary-general-basketball-champions-league-u19-basketball-world-cup/ 

 

• Eurohoops, June 2026. Zagklis discusses equal starting and performance-related revenues and FIBA’s responsibility toward 

stakeholders across the basketball pyramid. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/1977223/andreas-zagklis-on-

nba-europe-all-teams-will-have-equal-starting-revenue-and-equal-performance-related-revenue/ 

 

• FIBA Europe, May 2026. General Assembly report covering protection of national-team competitions and the objective of 

using the NBA partnership to support Europe’s club ecosystem. Source: 

https://about.fiba.basketball/en/regions/europe/news/fiba-europe-general-assembly-2026-session-held-in-iceland 

49. Patrick Comninos 

• Basket Europe, extensive Patrick Comninos interview, 2019, “Notre devoir est de promouvoir et renforcer les ligues 

nationales.” Comninos explains that national-league results determine BCL access, explicitly calls meritocracy part of the 

competition's “DNA”, says the domestic leagues are BCL. Source: https://www.basketeurope.com/patrick-comninos-dg-de-

la-basketball-champions-league-notre-devoir-est-de-promouvoir-et-renforcer-les-ligues-nationales/ 

 

• Eurohoops, extensive interview with Comninos, May 2019, “BCL and CEO Patrick Comninos are embracing new challenges.” 

Comninos explicitly rejects applying the American closed-league model mechanically to Europe because Europe lacks the 

Draft, salary-cap and NCAA structures. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fiba-champions-league/871629/bcl-and-

ceo-patrick-comninos-unafraid-of-new-challenges/ 

 

• Eurohoops, June 2020, “Sports performance is the only aspect that matters in the BCL.” Comninos addresses directly the 

tension between meritocratic access and long-term agreements. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fiba-champions-

league/1068601/patrick-comninos-sports-performance-is-the-only-aspect-that-matters-in-the-bcl/ 

 

• Eurohoops, October 2018, “The BCL is organized by the clubs, for the clubs.” Strong early source establishing the philosophy 

before the competition had accumulated much history. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fiba-champions-

league/766081/patrick-comninos-the-bcl-is-organized-by-the-clubs-for-the-clubs/ 

50. Jorge Garbajosa 

• Eurohoops, February 2024, FIBA Europe media interview, “EuroLeague is a great competition, but other leagues are too.” 

Garbajosa describes domestic leagues as “the beginning of everything”, explicitly connects them with young-player 
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development and national-team health and discusses cooperation. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fiba/1632488/garbajosa-euroleague-is-a-great-competition-but-other-leagues-are-too/ 

 

• AS, 2023, “Europa es el motor del baloncesto en el mundo.” Major interview after his move from FEB to FIBA Europe. 

Garbajosa describes the fifty European federations as fifty different realities and discusses Europe's deep basketball 

tradition, international strength and the responsibility to help both large and small federations progress. Source: 

https://as.com/baloncesto/mas_baloncesto/garbajosa-europa-es-el-motor-del-baloncesto-en-el-mundo-n/ 

 

• Relevo, December 2023, extensive Garbajosa interview. for federation governance and developmental responsibility. 

Source: https://www.relevo.com/baloncesto/jorge-garbajosa-llegue-presidencia-julio-20231208172030-nt.html 

 

• FIBA, June 2023, first official visit as newly elected FIBA Europe president, Malta. Garbajosa explicitly describes European 

basketball as “incredibly diverse and multifaceted”, emphasizes the different challenges facing national federations and 

argues for unity, togetherness, mutual listening and learning from one another. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/newly-elected-fiba-europe-president-garbajosa-visits-games-of-the-small-states-of-

europe-in-malta 

51. Manu Ginóbili 

• Manu Ginóbili, Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame induction speech, September 2022. The most important retrospective 

primary source. Source: https://www.nba.com/watch/video/manu-ginobili-hall-of-fame-speech 

 

• Italian Basketball Federation interview with Ginóbili, March 2018, reported by Corriere dello Sport. Ginóbili explicitly says that 

Italy was where he developed into a complete player, learned from champions and learned to win. Source: 

https://www.corrieredellosport.it/news/basket/nba/2018/03/21-

40343645/ginobili_ricorda_l_italia_li_ho_imparato_a_giocare_e_vincere_ 

 

• Gazzetta dello Sport interview, February 2017, reproduced by BolognaBasket, on Italy, Bologna derbies and Messina. 

Extremely important source. Source: https://www.bolognabasket.org/news/435533811206/manu-ginobili-pressione-in-nba-

nulla-rispetto-al-derby 

 

• Ginóbili message to Ettore Messina, Sky Sport Italia, April 2020. Perhaps the strongest direct source for Ginóbili's basketball 

transformation. Source: https://sport.sky.it/nba/2020/04/25/nba-manu-ginobili-intelligenza-istinto-ettore-messina 

 

• FIBA, “Who inspired Manu? The answer begins in Bahia Blanca.” Exceptionally useful developmental profile containing 

direct Ginóbili material on childhood basketball, observation, skill acquisition and Italian influences. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/argentina-who-inspired-manu-the-answer-begins-in-bahia-blanca 

52. Georgios Printezis 

• Olympiacos BC / We Are Olympiacos interview, 2018, reproduced by Eurohoops and SPORT24. Printezis explains that 

although his family supported Panathinaikos, his own Olympiacos attachment emerged through childhood, neighborhood 

and admiration for players such as Sigalas, Tomić and Tarlać. Source: https://www.sport24.gr/basket/printezis-etsi-egina-

olimpiakos/ 

 

• EuroLeague, The Crossover with Joe Arlauckas, 2020. One of the strongest primary basketball sources. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/884 

 

• FIBA, June 2022, retirement announcement and international-career retrospective. Authoritative overview of Printezis's 

approximately fifteen-year senior Greek national-team career, including EuroBasket, World Cup and Olympic participation, 

as well as his Olympiacos career and domestic and European titles. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/long-

serving-greek-international-printezis-announces-retirement 

53. Sergio Rodríguez 

• El País, September 2017, “La selección es el equipo más equipo.” Rodriguez discusses role clarity, cohesion, veterans and 

younger players, the accumulated culture of Spain's national team, the developmental effect of the 2014 World Cup failure 

and the importance. Source: https://elpais.com/deportes/2017/09/03/actualidad/1504464357_018330.html 

 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/fiba/1632488/garbajosa-euroleague-is-a-great-competition-but-other-leagues-are-too/
https://as.com/baloncesto/mas_baloncesto/garbajosa-europa-es-el-motor-del-baloncesto-en-el-mundo-n/
https://www.relevo.com/baloncesto/jorge-garbajosa-llegue-presidencia-julio-20231208172030-nt.html
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/newly-elected-fiba-europe-president-garbajosa-visits-games-of-the-small-states-of-europe-in-malta
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/newly-elected-fiba-europe-president-garbajosa-visits-games-of-the-small-states-of-europe-in-malta
https://www.nba.com/watch/video/manu-ginobili-hall-of-fame-speech
https://www.corrieredellosport.it/news/basket/nba/2018/03/21-40343645/ginobili_ricorda_l_italia_li_ho_imparato_a_giocare_e_vincere_
https://www.corrieredellosport.it/news/basket/nba/2018/03/21-40343645/ginobili_ricorda_l_italia_li_ho_imparato_a_giocare_e_vincere_
https://www.bolognabasket.org/news/435533811206/manu-ginobili-pressione-in-nba-nulla-rispetto-al-derby
https://www.bolognabasket.org/news/435533811206/manu-ginobili-pressione-in-nba-nulla-rispetto-al-derby
https://sport.sky.it/nba/2020/04/25/nba-manu-ginobili-intelligenza-istinto-ettore-messina
https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/argentina-who-inspired-manu-the-answer-begins-in-bahia-blanca
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/printezis-etsi-egina-olimpiakos/
https://www.sport24.gr/basket/printezis-etsi-egina-olimpiakos/
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https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/long-serving-greek-international-printezis-announces-retirement
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• Libertad Digital, October 2018, long-form CSKA interview. Useful retrospective on his difficult first Real Madrid season. Source: 

https://www.libertaddigital.com/deportes/baloncesto/2018-10-16/entrevista-ld-con-sergio-rodriguez-base-del-cska-de-

moscu-y-ex-del-real-madrid-analizando-la-euroliga-1276626520/amp.html 

 

• El País, May 2017. Rodríguez discusses reinventing himself in Philadelphia, differences in competitive pressure, individual 

training time, tactical change and data use in the NBA. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/2017/05/07/actualidad/1494182955_541531.html 

 

• Real Madrid, July 2022. Return interview on belonging, competitive expectations, experiences in different basketball 

cultures and the meaning of coming back to Madrid. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-

team/latest-news/sergio-rodriguez-im-back-home-and-excited-to-return-to-this-great-club 

 

• Real Madrid, May 2023. Rodríguez reflects on a major EuroLeague playoff comeback and the role of experience, character 

and collective response. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/press-conference/llull-

competing-to-the-end-is-in-our-dna 

 

• Real Madrid, September 2025. As sporting director, Rodríguez discusses club values, responsibility, academy proximity to the 

first team and applying lessons from his international career. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-

team/latest-news/sergio-rodriguez-es-un-reto-apasionante-03-09-2025 

54. Nando De Colo 

• L'Équipe, August 2017, “Chacun aura son rôle.” De Colo discusses role allocation, individual defensive responsibility, trust, 

offensive movement, ball sharing, CSKA's collective offense and the importance of EuroLeague experience for international 

basketball. Source: https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Actualites/Nando-de-colo-chacun-aura-son-role/824721 

 

• Basket Europe, April 2022, two-part long-form interview. covering De Colo's career decisions, NBA experience, European 

career, French national team, family, professional longevity, Laurent Sciarra and his desire to give back to French 

basketball. Source: https://www.basketeurope.com/grand-entretien-avec-nando-de-colo-le-plus-important-cest-que-ma-

famille-et-mes-proches-sachent-ce-que-jai-pu-accomplir-2-2/ 

 

• Cholet Basket, August 2009, retrospective interview. De Colo discusses leaving home, becoming autonomous, living within a 

group, experiencing multiple coaches and his continuing emotional attachment to Cholet. Source: https://www.cholet-

basket.com/news/interview-nando-de-colo-cholet-restera-une-ville-speciale-pour-moi 

 

• L'Équipe, May 2016, EuroLeague MVP comments. De Colo reacts to becoming the first French EuroLeague season MVP. 

Source: https://www.lequipe.fr/Basket/Article/Nando-de-colo-le-grand-maitre/672739 

55. Kyle Hines 

• Gigantes del Basket, November 2018, major career interview. He reconstructs his path from Veroli through Bamberg, 

Olympiacos and CSKA and explicitly identifies Bamberg as the environment where he first learned to become a role player. 

Source: https://www.gigantes.com/euroliga/kyle-hines-entrevista-nov18/  

 

• Sport Klub “Delivery” interview, reproduced December 2022. One of the richest heritage and knowledge-transfer sources. 

Source: https://realolimpiamilano.com/2022/12/06/lavorare-con-duda-e-spanoulis-e-stato-un-privilegio-kyle-hines-ricorda-

gli-anni-allolympiacos/ 

 

• Olimpia Milano, July 2020. Career interview on choosing Milano, adapting across European basketball environments and 

seeking new collective challenges. Source: https://realolimpiamilano.com/2020/07/25/kyle-hines-vivo-di-sfide-ecco-perche-

ho-detto-si-a-olimpia-milano/ 

 

• Olympiacos BC, July 2011. Contemporary signing interview on joining a historic club, working within a young roster and 

defining how he could help the team. Source: https://www.olympiacosbc.gr/en/news/news/1293-hines-lands-in-

greece.html 
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• TalkBasket, October 2018. Hines discusses CSKA captaincy as responsibility, continuity with teammates and his desire to 

keep developing as a leader. Source: https://www.talkbasket.net/30660-kyle-hines-its-a-tremendous-honour-to-be-the-

captain-of-such-a-historic-club 

 

• Eurohoops, May 2016. Final Four interview on defense, team success, collective recognition and the value Hines placed on 

coaches’ appreciation of his role. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/241543/kyle-hines-what-i-cherish-is-

being-appreciated-by-the-coaches/ 

 

• Philadelphia Inquirer, December 2017. Hines explains choosing Europe over NBA camps because he viewed it as a better 

environment to improve and learn the game. Source: https://www.inquirer.com/philly/sports/high_school/new_jersey/kyle-

hines-timber-creek-north-carolina-greensboro-cska-moscow-20171214.html 

 

• Eurohoops, September 2022. Hines discusses the depth of EuroLeague competition and the historical meaning of 

participating in the Pavlos Giannakopoulos Tournament. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1394786/kyle-

hines-ea7-emporio-armani-milan/ 

56. Duško Vujošević 

• RTS, May 2010, full “Svedok” interview before the EuroLeague Final Four. It contains his views on training, team discipline, 

leadership, supporter atmosphere, continuity, local-player cores, player development, basketball intelligence and Partizan's 

economic limitations. Source: https://www.rts.rs/lat/vesti/politika/673921/intervju-dusko-vujosevic.html 

 

• NIN interview, April 2010, reproduced by B92. autobiographical source. Source: 

https://www.b92.net/o/vesti/vesti?nav_id=427786 

 

• ABA League, April 2026, official in memoriam documenting Vujošević’s regional achievements and influence on 

generations of players. Source: https://www.aba-liga.com/news/53001/in-memoriam-dusko-vujosevic/ 

57. Sergio Llull 

• El País, July 2024, Olympic interview. Llull explicitly describes how Spain's veterans integrated his generation and how current 

veterans now teach newcomers the values of “La Familia” so those players can transmit them to future generations. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/juegos-olimpicos/2024-07-01/sergio-llull-meter-un-triple-en-el-ultimo-segundo-es-volver-a-la-

ninez.html?outputType=amp 

 

• AS, August 2019, Spanish national-team interview before the World Cup. Llull gives an earlier version of the same 

transmission mechanism, explaining that Navarro, Pau Gasol and Felipe Reyes welcomed his generation and taught them 

how everything worked, creating an obligation for the next veterans to do the same. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/2019/09/01/actualidad/1567326657_110408.html 

 

• Real Madrid, August 2025, captain interview entering his twentieth season, on helping newcomers adapt, the demands of 

the crest and team-first responsibility. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/en-US/news/basket/first-team/latest-

news/entrevista-sergio-llull-rmtv-28-08-2025 

 

• Real Madrid, July 2026, official renewal statement describing Llull as an exemplary representative of the club’s values after 

twenty seasons. Source: https://www.realmadrid.com/es-ES/noticias/club/comunicados/comunicado-oficial-renovacion-

llull-24-07-2026 

58. Bogdan Bogdanović 

• B92, December 2014, extensive Bogdanović interview shortly after moving from Partizan to Fenerbahçe. One of the most 

important early-career sources because it captures the transition while still fresh. Source: 

https://www.b92.net/o/sport/intervjui/intervjui?nav_id=942564 

 

• ELPA Players Podcast with Kyle Hines, 2021, reported by Eurohoops. Perhaps the strongest source for comparing Vujošević 

and Obradović as developmental influences. Source: https://elpa.basketball/the-players-podcast-by-kyle-hines-6-bogdan-

bogdanovic/  
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• B92, December 2014, companion report highlighting Bogdanović’s adaptation to his first foreign club and the support of 

teammates and coaches. Source: https://www.b92.net/o/sport/kosarka/vesti?nav_id=942565 

 

• Eurohoops, August 2018, Basketball Without Borders interview on his NBA transition and the importance of Serbian basketball 

figures around him in Sacramento. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/nba-news/727512/bogdan-bogdanovic-the-

kings-are-going-to-be-better-next-season/ 

59. Anthony Parker 

• Maccabi Tel Aviv, September 2016, Hall of Fame interview. This is the single strongest Parker source for the project. Source: 

https://maccabi.co.il/news.asp?id=5546&lang=en 

 

• Anthony Parker interview with Leigh Ellis, April 2025, reported by Eurohoops. Perhaps the most important source for the 

overall EBAG research question. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1813357/orlando-magic-gm-anthony-

parker-on-what-makes-euroleague-unique-my-hope-that-this-just-doesnt-go-away/  

 

• NBA.com, July 2023, official announcement of Parker as Orlando Magic general manager, documenting the executive 

stage of his cross-system basketball career. Source: https://www.nba.com/news/anthony-parker-new-gm-orlando-magic 

 

• Orlando Magic executive profile, documenting Parker’s progression from player to scout, G League general manager, 

assistant general manager and general manager. Source: https://www.nba.com/magic/orlando-magic-executives 

60. Nikola Vujčić 

• Sport Klub, May 2026, extensive Vujčić interview on Croatian basketball, Split, ABA League, EuroLeague and NBA Europe. 

This is the single most important source for the case. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.hr/kosarka/kosarka-ostalo/nikola-vujcic-

za-sk-znam-sto-treba-hrvatskoj-kosarci-ali-nismo-spremni-za-taj-radikalan-potez/ 

 

• Sportnet, March 2010, long-form interview. Perhaps the strongest source on Vujčić's developmental philosophy. Source: 

https://sportnet.hr/intervju/393014/kosarka-reprezentacija/vujcic-moja-akademija-stvarat-ce-reprezentativce/ 

 

• Sports Illustrated, June 2016, extensive Dragan Bender profile containing direct Vujčić testimony. Source: 

https://www.si.com/nba/2016/06/21/dragan-bender-nba-draft-croatia-maccabi-tel-aviv 

 

• Maccabi Tel Aviv, August 2022, direct sporting-director interview on collaborative roster construction and recruiting players 

able to withstand Maccabi pressure. Source: https://maccabi.co.il/news.asp?id=9034&lang=en 

 

• EuroLeague Basketball, December 2022, official Legend ceremony and retrospective on Vujčić’s continuity from 

championship player to sporting director. Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPyU2xNroJ8 

61. Fragiskos Alvertis 

• The Sports Rabbi, April 2020, long-form interview at OAKA. The strongest retrospective source for Alvertis's institutional 

identity. Source: https://sportsrabbi.com/en/fragiskos-alvertis-sportsrabbi1/ 

 

• SPORT24, June 2009, retirement-period material on Alvertis’s lifelong Panathinaikos relationship and transition from player 

toward institutional stewardship. Source: https://www.sport24.gr/basket/fragkiskos-alvertis-o-panathinaikos-einai-i-

oikogeneia-moy/ 

 

• Eurohoops, April 2020, retrospective discussion around Panathinaikos’s 2000 European championship and the continuing 

basketball roles of members of that group. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1052214/alvertis-kattash-

and-kalaitzis-remember-panathinaikos-2000-euroleague-title/ 

 

62. Boris Diaw 

• FIBA, 2006, direct interview with Diaw during the World Championship cycle. Asked whether France had become his team 

without Parker, Diaw rejects personal ownership and defines it as a twelve-player collective with distributed responsibilities. 

Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/fra-boris-diaw-this-is-not-my-team-it-s-the-team-of-12-players 

https://www.b92.net/o/sport/kosarka/vesti?nav_id=942565
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• Basket Infos, March 2016, extensive direct interview on positional versatility, collective orientation, role flexibility and the 

formative influence of coaches and family. Source: https://basket-infos.com/2016/03/31/interview-boris-diaw-sur-lequipe-

de-france-pour-linstant-je-nai-pas-lintention-darreter/ 

 

• The Ringer, December 2016, feature based on direct Diaw interview, including reflections on the unusual INSEP environment 

and individual skill development. Source: https://www.theringer.com/2016/12/7/16038904/boris-diaw-utah-jazz-san-antonio-

spurs-phoenix-suns-2e2e7e3e55f0 

63. Nikola Mirotić 

• Eurohoops, September 2023, interview based on Olimpia Milano material. Mirotić explains his decision to reunite with 

Messina, remembers Messina giving him early responsibility at Real Madrid and discusses willingness at age thirty-two to 

explore another role, including potential minutes at small forward. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1547714/mirotic-after-so-many-battles-it-will-be-great-to-play-along-melli-

protected-by-hine/ 

 

• Eurohoops, November 2025, long-form career interview. late-career cross-system source. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/trademarks/1900458/nikola-mirotic-explains-shocking-nba-decision-and-why-his-career-is-

more-than-just-winning-the-euroleague-title-or-not/ 

 

• El País, May 2021, extensive Final Four interview on leadership, role expansion, collective response to poor scoring and the 

reasons for returning from the NBA. Source: https://elpais.com/deportes/2021-05-28/nikola-mirotic-por-lo-que-he-sufrido-

esta-temporada-cuenta-por-dos.html 

 

• FIBA, 2017, long-form interview on Montenegro, Spain, citizenship, Real Madrid opportunity and the emotional complexity of 

national-team identity. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/eurobasket-2017-news-mirotic-anticipates-emotional-

game-against-native-montenegro-at-eurobasket 

 

• Eurohoops, October 2019, interview on returning to Europe, missing European basketball, team basketball and seeking 

greater responsibility. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/954459/mirotic-euroleague-is-team-basketball-

not-nba-which-is-more-about-individual-stats/ 

64. Peja Stojaković 

• FIBA, long form retrospective, “The best memories are from the National Team.” Stojakovic says representing the senior 

national team was the highest basketball aspiration growing up in Serbia and describes preparation, chemistry, competition 

and collective joy. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/peja-stojakovic-the-best-memories-are-from-the-national-

team 

 

• ESPN, February 2002, “Patience pays off for Peja.” Extremely valuable contemporary source from his emergence as an NBA 

All Star. Documents the psychological difficulty of moving from Greek League MVP to Sacramento reserve and includes 

Stojaković's direct explanation that status and respect had to be earned in the new environment. Source: 

https://www.espn.com/nba/allstar2002/2002/0210/1326708.html 

 

• Sacramento Kings, October 2015, executive training-camp Q&A on player development, D-League opportunity, 

confidence, teamwork and relationship building. Source: https://www.nba.com/kings/blog/training-camp-qa-peja-

stojakovic 

 

• Sacramento Kings, August 2015, basketball-operations announcement defining Stojaković’s responsibilities for player 

development, scouting and the D-League affiliate. Source: https://www.nba.com/kings/new/kings-announce-basketball-

operations-update 

 

• FIBA, 2019, Stojaković on national-team responsibility, Serbia and the continuing importance of representing one’s country. 

Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-european-qualifiers-news-serbia-great-stojakovic-

you-have-a-responsibility-to-represent-yourself-and-your-country 

 

https://basket-infos.com/2016/03/31/interview-boris-diaw-sur-lequipe-de-france-pour-linstant-je-nai-pas-lintention-darreter/
https://basket-infos.com/2016/03/31/interview-boris-diaw-sur-lequipe-de-france-pour-linstant-je-nai-pas-lintention-darreter/
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• Sacramento Kings, March 2016, live Q&A retrospective on the 2002 Lakers series, shooting, Divac and collective 

Sacramento memories. Source: https://www.nba.com/kings/trending/peja-reddit-ama 

65. Željko Rebrača 

• Mozzart Sport, 2020, extensive career interview. One of the richest sources for Rebrača's formation. Source: 

https://www.mozzartsport.com/kosarka/vesti/intervju-%E2%80%93-zivotne-lekcije-zeljka-rebrace-mnogo-je-ljudi-tesko-je-

naci-coveka/363898 

 

• Republika, 2020, detailed retrospective on Partizan's 1992 European championship. Rebrača describes the training 

methodology in unusually concrete terms: extensive work, basic basketball elements and endless repetition, explicitly 

comparing the process with children learning letters at school. Source: 

https://www.republika.rs/sport/kosarka/200173/zeljko-rebraca-bajke-postoje 

 

• Sport Klub/N1, June 2021, interview on growing up at Partizan, Obradović, the Serbian national team and Rebrača’s 

academy work. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/kosarka-ostalo/rebraca-zeljko-je-pravi-covek-za-partizan/ 

 

• B92, August 2020, career retrospective on Partizan, Obradović, Benetton, Panathinaikos, the NBA decision and the national 

team. Source: https://www.b92.net/o/sport/intervjui/intervjui?nav_id=1712734 

66. Predrag Danilović 

• Swishcast interview, December 2024, reported by Mondo and B92. This is one of the strongest late career retrospective 

sources. Source: https://mondo.rs/Sport/Kosarka/a2010978/predrag-danilovic-o-partizanu-saletu-djordjevicu-i-zeljku-

obradovicu.html 

 

• B92, July 2010, “Počinje nova era Partizana”, major interview on institutional continuity, coaching succession, patience and 

adaptation after Vujošević. Source: 

https://www.b92.net/o/sport/intervjui/intervjui?fs=1&mm=07&nav_category=91&nav_id=446585&yyyy=2010 

 

• la Repubblica Bologna, March 2014, interview around Virtus jersey retirement on Bologna as home, love for Virtus and 

Partizan and patience with young players. Source: 

https://bologna.repubblica.it/sport/2014/03/02/news/danilovic_solo_abbracci_bologna_per_sempre_casa_mia-80052217/ 

67. José Manuel Calderón 

• El País Semanal, January 2025, extensive life interview. for Calderón's philosophy of development, adaptation, humility and 

flexibility. Source: https://elpais.com/eps/2025-01-25/jose-manuel-calderon-la-sociedad-aun-tiene-que-mejorar-mucho-y-

son-los-ninos-los-que-podran-cambiar-las-cosas.html 

 

• Mundo Deportivo, July 2023, interview on youth basketball and Calderón's campus. One of the strongest grassroots sources. 

Source: https://www.mundodeportivo.com/baloncesto/20230708/1002032563/entrevista-jose-manuel-

calderon.html?facet=amp 

 

• Diario AS, August 2025, extensive interview comparing European and American player development, team basketball, 

cultural differences and NBA Europe. Source: https://as.com/baloncesto/nba/calderon-igual-el-all-star-no-es-para-los-que-

nos-gusta-el-baloncesto-n/ 

 

• Cleveland Cavaliers, October 2017, first-person “Growing Up” developmental biography on Villanueva, leaving home, the 

European youth-club structure and developmental loans. Source: https://www.nba.com/cavaliers/features/growing-up-

calderon-171024 

 

• El País, November 2005, contemporary reader interview shortly after Calderón entered the NBA, on the national team, 

ACB/NBA differences and creating team feeling. Source: 

https://elpais.com/deportes/2005/11/24/actualidad/1132820519_850215.html 
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68. Mirsad Türkcan 

• Socrates, February 2016, “Benim Yolum.” This is a substantial first person career interview covering Novi Pazar, Yugoslavia's 

collapse, his move to Istanbul, Efes selection, Aydın Örs and Ergin Ataman, work ethic, rebounding philosophy, opponent 

scouting, the NBA, the Turkish national team. Source: https://socratesdergi.com/yazi/benim-yolum 

 

• Eurohoops, September 2012, retirement interview. Conducted immediately before Türkcan's farewell game between 

Fenerbahçe and CSKA. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/one-on-one/9173/it-was-a-mistake-to-leave-nba/ 

 

• Anadolu Agency, September 2012, retirement interview. Türkcan says he wants supporters to remember him as a fighter 

and gives one of his clearest diagnoses of Turkish basketball's developmental problem, arguing that the central issue is 

insufficient production of young Turkish players rather than foreign players or coaches. Source: 

https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/spor/mirsad-turkcandan-duygusal-veda/335231  

 

• Eurohoops, May 2019, Final Four interview discussing Fenerbahçe and Efes together and the significance of two Turkish clubs 

reaching that level. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/tr/euroleague-tr/878467/mirsad-turkcan-gonul-istiyor-ki-

fenerbahce-kazansin/ 

69. Sreten Radović 

• Slobodna Dalmacija, March 2025, extensive Sreten Radović career interview. This is the most important direct retrospective 

source located. Source: https://slobodnadalmacija.hr/sport/kosarka/dubrovacki-sudac-gasolu-priznao-kos-a-lopta-usla-

odozdo-sad-nam-je-otkrio-sve-tajne-posla-teze-nam-je-nego-ikome-1461086 

 

• Eurohoops, July 2023, report on the EHCB Congress joint coach-referee session with Radović as UEBO president, emphasizing 

structured knowledge exchange. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1527528/euroleague-head-coaches-

board-congress-referees-euroleague-2023/ 

70. Igor Rakočević 

• JG Basket, November 2023, extensive career interview. Source: https://jgbasket.net/entrevista-igor-rakocevic/ 

 

• PianetaBasket, April 2019, interview with Rakočević reflecting on what he misses about playing and separates the 

basketball itself, arena, ball, teammates, supporters and coaches, from the logistics surrounding professional basketball. 

Source: https://www.pianetabasket.com/en/igor-rakocevic-about-wc-if-we-are-complete-and-with-a-little-bit-of-luck-we-

can-even-attack-usa-team-to-try-to-win-the-gold-178747 

 

• Sport Klub, January 2019, extensive 60-minute retrospective on Red Star identity, the national team, Baskonia, the NBA, 

coaches and his federation role. Source: https://sportklub.n1info.rs/skener/a263246-Igor-Rakocevic-Sport-Klub-Crvena-

zvezda-reprezentacija-Srbije-Baskonija-Garnet-NBA/ 

 

• Sport Klub, May 2019, interview from Vitoria on his attachment to the city and his Baskonia years. Source: 

https://sportklub.n1info.rs/video/kosarka-video/a286717-rakocevic-za-sk-vitorija-je-moj-grad-ko-osvaja-real/ 

 

• Sport Klub, May 2024, Final Four interview on the density of consequence in elite knockout basketball. Source: 

https://sportklub.n1info.rs/kosarka/euroleague/rakocevic-na-fajnal-foru-5-6-losih-minuta-sve-promeni/ 

71. Dušan Ivković 

• Dušan Ivković official archive, extensive autobiographical interview. This is the strongest first person source located. Source: 

https://www.dudaivkovic.com/intervju.html 

 

• FIBA Hall of Fame profile, 2017. Comprehensive official account of Ivković's playing, club coaching and national-team 

career. Source: https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/2017-class-of-fiba-hall-of-fame-dusan-ivkovic 

 

• FIBA Hall of Fame permanent biography. Official career record confirming Ivković's extensive club and national-team 

chronology, including Radnički youth categories, Partizan, Greece, Russia, Serbia and Turkey and his major titles. Source: 

https://about.fiba.basketball/en/fiba-hall-of-fame/hall-of-famers/dusan-ivkovic 
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• FIBA, 2019, Ivković on European Qualifiers and young Serbian players. late career statement. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2019-european-qualifiers-news-serbia-great-ivkovic-hails-

importance-of-home-games-and-opportunities-for-young-players-in-european-qualifiers 

 

• EuroLeague Basketball, Ivković Legend announcement, 2017. Official retrospective emphasizing his influence across 

Yugoslavia/Serbia, Greece, Russia and Turkey and particularly the 2012 Olympiacos EuroLeague title after the dramatic 

comeback against CSKA. Source: https://admin.euroleague.net/euroleague-basketball/news/i/86s578vwxx6aytl6/dusan-

ivkovic-to-be-honored-as-euroleague-basketball-legend 

 

• EuroLeague Basketball, Ivković memorial, 2021. institutional assessment of his legacy. Source: 

https://mediacentre.euroleague.net/en/app/2/communication/communication/preview/3207 

 

• Ettore Messina interview, Sportal, July 2022. external testimony from another elite European coach. Source: 

https://sportal.blic.rs/prica/ivkovic-je-bio-nas-ucitelj-etore-mesina-za-sportal-o-dudi-o-gregu-o-zeljku-i-vecitima-u-evroligi-ali-

i-o-razlozima-neuspeha-u-nba-ligi-2022070201222377535 

 

• Archival Ivković interview republished by Sportal, 2025. Contains unusually valuable first person discussion of his training 

philosophy. Source: https://sportal.blic.rs/prica/zaboravljeni-intervju-dude-ivkovica-rekli-su-mi-da-je-sale-lud-

2025091608402786551 

 

• Serbian Basketball Federation, Dušan Ivković Coaching Clinic, 2024. Demonstrates that Ivković's legacy has become 

embedded within contemporary professional coach education. Source: https://lige.kss.rs/kosarkaske-klinike-dusan-ivkovic/ 

• ABA League, Ivković memorial, September 2021. Regional institutional retrospective emphasizing both his national-team 

achievements and contribution to club basketball development throughout former Yugoslavia and major European 

basketball environments. Source: https://www.aba-liga.com/news/45466 

72. Dimitris Itoudis 

• Eurohoops, March 2020, long-form interview on coaching, leadership, European coaching and the NBA. One of the 

strongest Itoudis sources. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/1042644/dimitris-itoudis-on-building-a-

championship-team-coaching-and-the-nba/ 

 

• Eurohoops, March 2020, second part of the same extensive interview. Itoudis discusses EuroLeague competition format, 

universal rules, transparency, coaching legends and why coaches should participate in discussions about basketball's 

future. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/1043678/dimitris-itoudis-on-why-the-playoffs-should-replace-the-

final-four-budgets-and-coaching-legends/ 

 

• Eurohoops, May 2021, extensive live interview. for Itoudis's discussion of chemistry, adversity, leadership, assistant coaches, 

organizational listening, NBA experience and role adaptation within CSKA. Source: 

https://www.eurohoops.net/en/interviews/1203082/dimitris-itoudis-i-compete-with-myself-i-compete-with-the-potential-i-

have-as-a-person-and-as-an-individual/ 

 

• Eurohoops, May 2014, extensive Banvit-era interview. Valuable because it predates his CSKA championship period and 

documents his coaching philosophy, early decision to become a coach, Zagreb experience and career development 

before becoming one of Europe's dominant head coaches. Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/one-on-

one/47947/%CF%84he-bosporus-whisperer/ 

 

• Eurohoops, September/October 2017, “Itoudis Uncut.” Long-form discussion following his first CSKA EuroLeague 

championship, covering process, EuroLeague structure, competitive formats, national teams and basketball governance. 

Source: https://www.eurohoops.net/en/euroleague/523840/dimitris-itoudis-uncut-part-1/ 

 

• FIBA, March 2022, appointment as Greece national-team coach. Itoudis describes the appointment as a major honor and 

explicitly acknowledges the expectations and obligations created by Greece's basketball tradition. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/eurobasket-2022-news-itoudis-confirmed-as-greece-head-coach-i-know-what-the-

expectations-are 

 

• FIBA, August 2023, Greece World Cup identity. One of the strongest sources for contextual basketball thinking. Source: 

https://www.fiba.basketball/en/news/basketballworldcup-2023-news-the-antetokounmpo-gene-thanasis-setting-the-tone-

for-greece 
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